










HE EIGHTH CIRCLE 
OF HELL— r 


THE AIR IS STALE ANDSTfLL, 

HE A vr WITH THE STENCH Of 
SEARED FLESH AND BRIMSTONE, 


ECHOING WITH THE TORTURED 
SCREAMS OF THE DAMNED. 


ONE VOICE CAN BE 
HEARD ABOVE THE 
INFERNAL CHOIR. 














THEBE, 
THERE, 
OLD BOV. 
HAVING 
A BAD 
t DAY? 


r I have to admit, ^ 
MALEBOLGlA, T'M rather 
IMPRESSED. WHO'D HAVE 
GUESSED THAT YOU 
. WOULD BE SO.,. A 
CUNNING ? 


r YOU LOOK ^ 
TERRIBLE. 
YOU LOOK LIKE 
SOMEONE 
WHO'S JUST 
LOST EVENY- 
R THING. A 


YOU'VE ALWAYS BEEN ~ 
SUCH A CLUMSY, OBVIOUS 
SORT. BLOOD OATHS AND 
BUTCHERY. ^ 


^SOMEONE' 
f WHOSE 
GILDED 
DREAMS OP 
EMPIRE HAVE 
CRUMBLED 
l TO A SHFS. 
kSHAME. A 


STILL, YOU 


PIPER 


NO 

YOU DON'T 
NOT YET, 


you're 
here to 
collect? 


^qu are , 
out of bouriCs 
This is still 
my realm. My 
power here 
is absolute. 
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TELL ME 
MORE... 




malebolgia 


[ HE- HE ^ 
V_^ SAID HE 
ALWAY5 KNEW 
IT WOULD COME 
^ TO THIS... ^ 


CAN'T. 


...YOU DON'T 
KNOW WHAT 
HE'LL DO. 


MALEBOLG1A 
IS THE LEAST 
OF YOUR 
PROBLEMS, 
v TALK. > 


COME 

TO 

WHAT? 




THAT YOU 
COULDN'T BE ^ 
COUNTED ON. THAT 
SOONER OR LATER 
VTOU'D FLAKE. ^ 


~ WHEN YOU ^ 
WALKED AWAY, 
YOU LEFT A VOID- 
THE BALANCE 
BETWEEN HEAVEN 
AND HELL WAS 
SKEWED, > 


W HF HAD” 
r US UNLEASH 1 
URIIEN* HE 
WANTED THE 
WAR TO BEGIN, 
FOR THE 
ARM EES OF 
HEAVEN AND 
HELL TO 
k COVER THE A 
k EARTH. ^ 


HE WANTED 
ARMAGEDDON 














z' WHILE THE \ 
r ARMIES OF HELL \ 
WAGED WAR ON 
EARTH, HE WAS GOING 
TO USURP THE OTHER 
EIGHT CIRCLES... HE 
l PROMISED US J 
*v POWER,., HE... y 


TO ' 
TAKEOVER 
HSU. ALL 
OF IT. . 



r 6 NOUSMT 

6o. set 
out of my 
w 5 KSMT. > 


YOU SURE 
THAT'S A 
GOOD IDEA 
SPAWN? 


r tMey \ 
VOti'X MATTER 
NOW- ONLY 
MALESOL&lA 
V POES. > 


XfJ, 


Tx'' 
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BLOOD 

PRESSURE'S 

DROPPING- 


r WOR T ^ 

someone 

TELL WE 
WHAT THE 
^ HELL— . 


MfYA 


^ SHE'S 

hemorrhaging 


I'M HERE 
BABY. 
I'M HERE- 


TEHRY 


$ if EE NS, 
NFW YORK , 


WANDA 


PLEASE IE 
YOU COULD 
COME WITH 
^ ME. /NOD 
^ ^THAT'S 

MY 

WIFE. 


TERRY- 

I’M 

SORRY. 


r SIR, 
YOU CAN'T 
GO IN 
THERE. 


WHAT 
THE HELL 
IS GOING 
ON? > 


RlR ^ 
I'M SORRY 
BUT YOU 
CAN'T— . 


WANDAS 


sm, ^ 

— YOU 
COULD PLEASE 
STEP BACK. 

WE NEED 
t ROOM. ^ 


WANDA 











r --MALEBOLGIA^ 
AS THE SOLE RULER 
OF AkL HELL. JSTHAT 
EVEN POSSIBLE? I 
CAN BARELY GET MY 
t MIND AROUND IT,^ 


THOUGHT 
5 WA^ FREE, ©LIT- 
HE KN£W* HE COUNTED 
► . ON Nt£. 


/ I HAVE \ 
BEEN A COWARD \ 
FOR FAR TOO LONG. 

1 HOPE IT S NOT TOO 
LATE FOR AN OLD MAN 
TO TRY AND MAKE j 
V THINGS RIGHT. 


d ^AlDHE A 
KNEW. HE SAfP He 
KNEW IT WOULD 
COME TO THIS, 
THAT X OPENfP 
l THE POOR FOR a 
HIM. 


I HOPE YOU'RE 
NOT THINKING 
ABOUT DOING ANY- 
THING STUPID. 

BESIDES, YOU 
t CANT TRUST 
L WHAT HE A 
rK SAYS . 


SPAWN? 


r COME ^ 
WITH ME. 
THERE’S 
THINGS I 
MUST TELL 
v YOU. > 


w I told you ^ 

1 WANTED TO HELP 
YOU. HELL, I TOLD 
MYSELF THAT, TOO. 
BUT THE TRUTH IS, I 
REALLY WANTED TO 
HELP MYSELF. A 


I TRIED 

r TO TEACH YOU N 
THE RULES OF THE 

game, but you 

WERE MORE DARING 
YOU CHOSE NOT 
l TO PLAY AT y 
ALL* ^4 


r THE alleys 

WHY Pip YOU 
©RING US HERE 
.COGUOSTW? 


r I'VE WALKED^ 
THIS WORLD 
WITH MY CURSE 

FOR centuries. 

I THOUGHT YOU 
COULD FIND A 

, waytofree , 
X US BOTH-/ 


T THIS IS ^ 
WHERE IT 1 
BEGAN. THIS 
SS WHERE 
YOU WERE 
BORN. WHERE 
WE FIRST , 
MET. / 


1 l :'7 £ 




FM ,j < 




UB 











BUT 

THEY KEEP A 
DRAGGING YOU 
BACK ONTO THE 
GAME BOARD. 
k DON'T LET j 
few THEM. A 


Jr MALEBOlGIA 

took a big risk, 1 

THE OTHER LORDS OF 
HELL WILL BE FURIOUS 
WITH HiM. NONE A 
, WILL STAND BY A 

N, his side, 


THIS 
IS YOUR 
CHANCE, 
SPAWN . 


r I ONCE SHOWED^ 
YOU AN ENTRANCE 
TO HEAVEN HIDDEN IN 

these Alleys, but 

THERE IS ALSO A 
GATEWAY TO HELL, 

V TO THE EIGHTH /< 
CIRCLE. ^ 


IT IS HERE, 

r WHERE YOU FIRST ^ 
APPEARED ON EARTH, ■ 
THERE'S ONLY ONE 1 
WAY TO PR EE M 

S v -tif j ^k 

1 

THINK 
YOU KNOW 


^ SOONER > 
OR LATER, 
ALL MEN MUST 
BURY THEIR 
v FATHERS, > 


^ YOU'RE 
BOTH INSANE ♦ 
YOU KNOW THAT, 
V RIGHT? ^ 


i have 
NO 

choice 


r THANlO 
YOU. BUT 
% HAVE TO 
VO THI9 
sALON£*j 


rtBAVE 

ME, 

ANGELA. 
t PLEASE 


r* YOU >3 
ALWAYS 
HAVE A 
CHOICE, BUT 
IF THIS IS 
WHAT YOU 
k WANT- < 


GOOD 

LUCK, 

SON, 








Hell 

/SNOT 
A Pi ACE 


/T TRANSCENDS 
ALL CATEGORIES 
OF THOUGHT. 


BUT niS VERY 
REAL. HEWN 
AND SHAPED 
BY THE FEAR 
AND PAIN AND 
ANGUISH OF 
THOSE WHO 
DWELL THERE. 


IT IS NOT 
AN IDEA. 


ITS LAND- 
SCAPE IS IN 
CONSTANT 

FLUX. 


IT IS DIFFERENT 
FOR EVERYONE, 
YET IT IS THE 
SAME HELL . 


SPAWN 

DESCENDS 

THROUGH 

THE SPIRALING 

DEPTHS, 

EVERYSTEP 

DELIBERATE 

And without 

HESITATION. 


^>3 ✓ 




HE IS A SOL DIER, 

BORN FOR THIS BATTLE 


HE IS A 
SWORD, 
FORGED AND 
TEMPERED IN 
THE FLAMES 
OF PERDITION. 














please; 

SIR, YOU 
HAVE TO 
CALM 
DOWN. 


WANDA' 


SHFS 

GOING INTO 
SHOCK, 


MA'AM? 
CAN YOU 
HEAR ME 
MA'AM " 3 


r COME ON- sir, ^ 
THE BEST THING 
YOU CAN DO FOR HER 
15 LET THE DOCTORS 
t DO THEIR 


r WANDA! ^ 
BABY, I'M RIGHT 
. HERE' ^ 


< AS SOON ^ 
AS WE HAVE 
MORE INFOR- 
MATION, WE'LL 
LET YOU 
V KNOW. A 


^ WHAT ^ 
THE HELL IS 
GOING ON? 

WHAVS 
WRONG WITH 
v HER? V 


r SIR/ ^ 
YOU CAN'T 
STAY IN 
HERE. y 











THEY MOCK AND 
TAUNT, SPIT 
AND CURSE. 


From the 
shadows, 

THEY CRY 
OUT AT 

HIM. 


SOME LOOK 
ON HIM AND 
KNOW HOW 
SMALL THEY 
REALLYARE 


SOME 
BLAME HIM 
FOR THEIR 
TORMENT. 


AND OTHERS 
LAUGH TO 
THEMSELVES 
AT THE 
ABSURDITY 
OF HALL. 


fk/iT 


BUT NONE 
DARE LIFT A 
FINGER TO 
HARM HIM. 







HHILSPAWN 


YOU ^ 
SON OF A 
BITCH r 


YOU X 
TRICKED me, 

I THOUGHT WE 
HAD A DEAL. I 
OFFERED YOU A 
NEW LIFE AND 
YOU SCREWED 
X ME ' > 


W HEY! 
DON'T TURN 
YOUR BACK ON 
ME. LOOK 
WHAT YOU r YE 
v DONE/ > 


DAMN IT' 

look what 

YOU'VE DONE 
. TO ME! . 


f YOU ^ 
V\V fT TO 
YOURSELF 
ALL Of 
V ToU a 
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Once, there was a man named 

At SIMMONS , WHO TRADED M/S 
SOUL TO THE DEV/L FOR THE CHANCE 
TO SEE H/S WIFE AGAIN. 


NOW, THAT 
WHICH 
WAS ONCE 
SIMMONS, 
HAS 

RETURNED 
TO FACE 
THE THING 
THAT MADE 

HIM. 


YOU NHJST MAV£ 
KNOWN IT, TOO 


NOT All., 
MALE 8 OK 3 IA 
JUST YOU. 


^You knew s 
this aaywoulh 


come, Mn’t you? 
Somewhere, 

V Deep Sown, you 


: T V, / -• i*. 
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f TIGHT A 
ME, 

MALEBOLGlA 
. PE5TROY 
% Me. J 


1 PE^TROY 

Me or se 

PE-STROYEP. 


r one X 

WAY OR 
ANOTHER, 
THl6 ENOS 
HERE ANP 
V NOW. > 
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r it over i ^ 
MAlEBOlGIA. 
YOU PON’T OWN 
Me. I AM N£> 

. OHP'5 SLAVE' 


WON'T 
BE PART 
Of YOUR 
l <?AMg . , 


the aromatics, 
^you little turO. What 
mokes you thmkyou 
hove any choice? 


>’ unmake 

you fn an 
NinfftanM 


thlnkyourc'v 

anything other \ 
than what 
(I aiiowyou 

v tn tvrt O IIS 


P i OVe become 
gl the things we 
f hate. X»iO you not 1 
know that? Destroy 


me an D you will 

became me. 


prepared to 
ao that? 
TO take my 
place? I flon'i 
believe 
you are. i 






f YOU ^ 
KNOW WHAT, 
MALEBOLGIA? 

J FOR ONE 
DON'T GIVE A 
RAT'S ASS 
WHAT YOU 

l believe. A 



/;( \ 


f^LA 











PLEASE... 
IF THERE'S 
A GOD IN 
HEAVEN... 


...LET HER BE 
ALL RIGHT. " 


■ \ 11^ ft 


MM I L Kjjy 







r YOU DIDN'T N 

be Aliy think 

I’D PASS UP THE 
CHANCE TO TAKE 
DOWN ONE OP 
THE LORDS OF 
k HELL, DID YOU?y 


^ WHY !S 1T^ 
THE DUMB 
ONES ALWAYS 
DO the MOST 
L. TALKING? . 


x * - p * Jm 


' irr&te&A treati ®o 
you know how long it's. 


been since I've fcasteb 
entheffwhof an i 























GETTING 
ON MY 
NERVES, 


THAT'S 

IT. 


V- 



> 


■’ - 







WELL, MY 
FRIEND, IT 
LOOKS LIKE 
WE'RE TWO 
, FOR TWO. 


SPAWN, 
ARE YOU 
OKAY? 


r REMEMBER' 
WHERE WE 
ARE. I KNOW 
YOU DON'T LIKE 
IT, BUT YOU CAN 
STILL DRAW 
POWERFROM 
THE FABRIC . 
OF HELL. / 


f BUT X 
THINK we 
BETTER 
GET OUT 
OF HERE 
v FAST. . 


THIS \a 
f PLACE Y 

f IS pretty' 

UNSTABLE 
TO BEGIN 
WITH. WITH 
MALEBOLGlA 
GONE, WHO 
KNOWS 
, WHAT CAN / 
\ HAPPEN . M 


w 




















Angela' 


/ DON'T \ 
f LISTEN TO 
THEIR LIES# 
SPAWN, YOL! 
ALWAYS HAVE 
A CHOICE.. 
.BELIEVE ME,,, 
\ I KNOW,,, > 


j 
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Spawn's 

WAR CRY 
SHAKES 
THE VERY 
TIMBERS OF 
CREATION, 
RE VERB FRA 
TINE 
ACROSS 
WORL OS. 
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y 1 MUST SAY, ^ 
r YOU'RE TURNING 
OUT TO BE MORE 
USEFUL THAN I 
IMAGINED. SAVED 
ME THE TROUBLE 
Y OF DOING IT A 
O . MYSELF. 


AND THE RANKS 
OF THE DAMNED 
FALL TO THE/P KNEES 
W SUPPLICATION. 


BRAVO/ 


ONE LONE 

^ SOLDIER WALKS STRAIGHT 
INTO HELL AND CHALLENGES 
HIS LORD AND 
. MASTER TO COMBAT. 
UNTHINKABLE. 


V AND X 
BETTER 

YET, THERE'S NO 
BLOOD ON MY 

V HANDS. A 


> AND YET, ^ 
SOMEHOW YOU 
WON. HOW DID 
THAT HAPPEN, 
t I WONDER? . 


IT HAD 
TO BE MORS 
THAN LUCK, 
SURELY. 


IN ANY 
CASE, THE 
KING IS 
DEAD... . 


ja,vP 










...LONG 
LIVE THE 
KING! 


f IT'S YOURS^ 
r YOL) KNOW. ' 
THE THRONEOF 
THE EIGHTH 
CIRCLE OF HELL 
DO WITH ITAS 
YOU P1EASE 
FULFILL ANY 
L ANDALL J 
V, DESIRES. / 


r WOULD ^ 
YOU LIKE 1 
TO SAY A FEW 
WORDS TO THE . 

FAWNING L 
k MASSES? A 


t HAVE 
MADE MY 
MO\ Ct. a 


\ ' j 


oU, N 
YOU HAVE 
HAVE 
YOU? 


j. 

HAVE- 


^ DON'T ^ 
(IMAGINE FOR 
AN INSTANT 
THAT WE ARE 
THROUGH WITH 
v YOU! > 


DO 

YOU 

HEAR 

ME? 


ailFLTI-JtlB:? 







HELLSPAWN f 
WE HAVE 
COME FOR OUR 
V SISTER. 




■ HaaH 

• 1 ;1 -M 

B ' 

* ,'V fl 


\ 1 M 










r SHE BELONGS^ 
WITH US NOW. WE 
SHALL LAY HER TO 
REST IN A PLACE 
£x OF HONOR . > 


w AS FOR YOU, v 
f HELLS PAWN, 
i THE THRONE 
\ HAS A MESSAGE 
k.x FOR YOU. . 


r FOR ALL HER X? 

WILLFULNESS, she 
WASTHEBESTAMONG 
US. better, perhaps, 

THAN WE GAVE HER 
CREDIT FOR. SHE 
V SHALL NOT BE 
tv FORGOTTEN. 


r YOU HAVE X^ 
REDEEMED YOUR-N 
SELF, HELLS PAWN. 
YOU ARE FORGIVEN. 
THE GATES OF 
HEAVEN ARE NOW 
\ OPEN TO A 
kA YOU. ^ 


r J PCN'T ~ 
WANT YOUR 
FORGIVENESS. 

YOU'RE NO 
BETTER THAN 
W. THEY APE, 


WELCOME 
HOME, MR 
SIMMONS. 


ONE 

MORE 

THING- 


r FTAY> 
AWAY 
FROM MY 
WORLD. , 



MIlW 

] 


HFud , 

u 
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WANDA? 




\* j 
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kbu ll 


inV.! r 
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f WE NEVE*^ 
DID QUITE 
FIGURE OUT WHAT 
WAS WRONG WITH 
CYAN, BUT IT SEEMS 
TO HAVE TAKEN 
k CARE OF ITSELF, , 

Vthank god. A 


-‘TWINS, 
IF YOU CAN 
BELIEVE 

ST, - 


SWEAR HE LOOKS 
TEN YEARS 
YOUNGER. ALL 
. HIS GRAY / 
k IS GONE. M 


.It A' 




l THINK ^ 

GRANNY slake ^ 
HAD SOMETHING TO 
DO WITH IT BUT SHE'S 
NOT TALKING. YOU 
. KNOW HOW a 
&K.. SHE IS. ^ 


X WE'VE X’ 
' COME 50 FAR ” 
AND EVERYTHING'S 
SO DIFFERENT NOW. 
BUT 1 WANTED 
YOU TO KNOW 
1 HAVEN'T 
k FORGOTTEN > 
YOU . 


x I WOULDN'T \ 

' BE THE WOMAN N 
l AM WITHOUT YOU. 

SOMETIMES 
IT FEELS LIKE YOU'RE 
STANDING right 
. BY MV SIDE, 

\ SMILING ATME. / 


WE ALL 
LOVE YOU 
AL. 


REST 
FASY. 
WE'RE 
GOING 
TO BE 
OKAY. 


X I THINK ^ 
GRANNY SLAKE ^ 
HAD SOMETHING TO 
DO WITH IT BUT SHE'S 
NOT TALKING. YOU 
. KNOW HOW a 
&K.. SHE IS. ^ 


S#X 

fdAwi j-- 


THEY RE A- {w 
. / ABSOLUTELY WS» 

r ■- / gorgeous. fsiLr^c' 
;*-S KATIE is THIS 
^ I LITTLE BALL OF r AND 
*F=.,\ ENERGY AND TERRY... \ 
f' , V\ JAKE IS SO TERRY IS LIKE 
X . V SERIOUS A NEW MAN. I 




*0 




r anywayx 

IT'S BEEN A 
CRAZY COUPLE 
OF MONTHS 
AND I GUESS I 
JUSTHADTO 
SHARE IT 
L WITH YOU. / 


THAT 
MEANS SO 
MUCH TO 
ME. 











The night 
rings with 

DISTANT SIRENS 
AND MUFFLED 
CRIES. WITH 
t OVERS' SIGHS 
AND DRUNKEN 
LAUGHTER ' 


ONE VOICE FLOATS 
ABOVE THE REST, 
ECHOING THROUGH THE 
DARKNESS. SOFT AS A 
WHISPER AND TERRIBLE 
AS THUNDER. CAN 
YOU HEAR IT? 


"THl$ (6 MT PATE 
THIS IS WHAT J'Ve 
CKOSPtJTC 1 0£. 
THIS WCPtPAHP 
if$ 5HA00W5 
eeuC>H6 TO (Hf. 
flOW ’fOPE/fP. 
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SUNDAY. 


AN OL D WOMAN'S 
PEACEFUL SLUMBER 
IS ABRUPTLY 
ENDED. 
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^ THEN YOU \ 
SLEEP WELL, 
MY CHILD, I'LL 

tell Vole about 

IT IN THE 
v MORNING. J 


mm 


3BFO&E 

YOUR MOM 
AND DAD 
COME. 








r NOW ^ 
WHEF*E DID 
1 PUT THAT 
FLAVORED 
. TEA? * 


Ok V65 
HERE 
IT IS. 


r c >it- -&% 
h/fr^ru 





W OR WHY YOU ^ 
r WERE EVEN THERE 
IN THE FIRST PLACE 
BUT IT OOESN T 
MATTER (VOW. I 
KNEW YOU'D 
k BE COMING 

TONIGHT, ^ 


I DREAMT 
OF YOU 
TONIGHT. 


V BUT ^ 
SUDDENLY 
YOU VANISHED 
AND I CAN'T 
REMEMBER 
WHERE YOU 
k WENT. A 


W I'M > 
GORRY, 
ORANNt J 
PIC7NT MM 
TO WAK£ 

V YOU- 


YOU 

DIDN'T 

GOD 

DID. 


w 'l 

1 w I 

M *k ns 

ML IV 

Hl Vj 


It. \\ 




/ BESIDES, X 
/ I KNOW \ 
YOU'RE HERE 1 
FOR A REASON. 
HEAVEN WOULDN'T 
HAVE SENT YOU 
DOWN JUST TO 
CHECK IN ON AN J 
\ OLD BUND / 

V l ADY. / 


HAVE 

YOU 

SEEN 

CYAN, 

YET? 


f SHE'S N 
BEEN VERY 
CONCERNED 
ABOUT 
__ YOU. > 


I KNOW 
IS SHf 
ALL 

mem? 



LATELY 


HERE'S 

YOUR 

DRINK. 


r YES. GIVEN all YH 

l xpij 

' ‘ f|W f r;JAU-.K \1 

L SHE'S BEEN THROUGH Mf,"*’ 1 

J ^ ^ ^ ” -'Wu B| m 9 pi j_' S , a ., J i 






r S0rAeTHiN&> 
HAS HAHPeNEP. 
SOMETHING THAT 
MEANS t HAVE 
V To 60 AWAY. J 


MAY06 

FOREVER 






r IS 

THAT WHAT 
YOU CAME 
TO TELL 
l. ME? . 


I DON'T 
believe 

IT 


> NOW YOU ^ 
COME SIT 
DOWN HERE. 

I WANT TO 
KNOW WHY 
YOU'RE REALLY 
^ HERE- A 


■ " W GIVE 
“ ^ ME YOUR 

THEN HAND, 
I'LL TELL ^ 

YOU. 


WHAT? 


I SAID 
GIVE ME 
YOUR 
. HAND, 


W I prayed ^ 

r FOR YOU 
TONIGHT HOPING 
THAT GOD WOULD 
SHARE YOU 
l WITH US A 
^ AGAIN. A 


r YOU'VE 
BEEN GONE 
FROM OUK 
LIVES , 
JVIY LIFE, 
FOR TOO 
L LONG- 


t?0N'T 

KNOW 


I r V£ 
MISSED 
VQU ( AL 






\P ' \\j 

,V, "tw3 

k 








pm 

^ORKY 


FOR WHAT? 


I CAN 

FEEL IN YOUR 1 
HAND THAT YOU 
ARE STILL ROUGH. 
HARDENED. WHAT ARE 
YOU PROTECTING 
. YOURSELF A 
FROM? 


EVERYTHING 


YOU 

DON'T 

MEAN.. 


tHOUGHT^e 
’ LiPEwAG t 
GUPPO^EP TO 0£ 
GiMPLE. THAT '5 ALL 
J'VE EVER WANTEP- 
V. a Nice, Simple A 

LIFE. 


/ You! \ 
T KNOW, 1 
A wife, 
COUPLE KIPE. 
WHITE PICKET 
FENCE AKOUNP 

THE HOU^E. AMP 

V LAU 6 HTEP- A 


Wr Vo YOU >i 
KNOW HOW LONG 
IT'E BEEN $ 1 N 0 E I'VE 
LAUGHEP OUT LOUP... 
J MEAN A 600V, 
IOH& BELLY 
V LAUGM- ^ 


■HfttflSa 

.."'i| . ■ \ 


■ Vv ,. 1 

■l - 

sap 

vi- i 


i»k 

jt* 
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i cany even 
remember 

WHAT T HAT 
fEELS LIKE- 


but, i buess 

it POESN’T 
MATTES ANYMOPE- 
T'M PEAP, PI6HT? 


PO YOU KNOW T HAVEN'T 
EVEN TRlEP TP LOOK UP 
MV OWN FAMILY SiNCET 
RETURN EP? MV PARENTS. 
BROTHER. J PON'T KNOW 
WHAT'S BEEN HAPPENING 
TO THEM. ANP WHAT'S 
EVEN SCABIES >■■ THESE 
IS A PART OP ME THAT 
POESN'f 6lVE A PAMN. 
WHY? 


WHY WOULD J THINK USE THAT? 


i S THAT REALTY ME. OR JUST WHAT 
THEY WANT me TO BE? I NEVER 
PSEAMEP THAT'S WHAT I WAS 
A5KJN6 FOR. IN THAT BLINDING 
MOMENT WHEN EVERYTH (NO 
TUSNEP BLACK. J ONLY 
WANTED WANDA. 


THAT’S ALL J ASKED FDR. 
ALL I NEEPEP 


BUT THET PIPN'T 0IVE 
ME TiME TO THINK- 
OR REACT. THEY 
JUST WANTED 
ME TO SAY 
YES- 


Jl!£T SAf 
YES- 





WHAT J SAlP 
YE? to WAS 
DAMNATION . 


T'VE REPLAYED THAT MOMENT 
A MH-ITON TIMES- GOP- IT 
Al^OST PRiVES ME CRAZY. 
over and over. yes. yes! 

J. SAID YESi 


LOVE- HATE. 

HOW COULD THEY 
BOTH EXIST AT 
THe EXACT SAME 
time? anp then 
J SAlp YES. I 
THOUGHT IT WAS 
IH ANSWER TO 
SEEING MY WifE. 
IT WAS NEVER 
ABOUT THAT. 

wanpa WAS 

ONLY A TRICK, 

AN ILLUSION 

to cling to. 


f HATEP JASON WYNN- HATEP 
MY JOB . HATEP WHAT I 
WAS BECOMING. EVERY- 
THING. ANPTHEY USED 
THAT, t KNOW NOW THAT 
IT WAS MY HATE THAT 
GAVE THEM THEIR 
CHANCE. ANP I WAS 
TOO BMNPEP TO SEE 
THAT, PO YOU UNDER- 
STAND, GRANNY? 

THEY WANTEP ME 
TO BELIEVE- IN LOVE. 

IN WANPA. THEY 
WANTEP ME TO 
BE CONFUSED. 


J PONT EVEN KNOW WHAT THE 
OUESTiON WAS. IT JUST- IT 
JUST HAPPENED SO EAST. 

ANP J WAS SO ANGRY 
AT THE TIME. 





DAMNATION 
FROM SOD? 


HtM OR 
r 4 ATAN. (T 
P 0 g 4 N'T MATTER 
WH0PIPTHI4. BUT 
l Someth i ns j 
N. PIP- 


^ DIO WHAT? 
YOU’RE STARTING TO 
.SCAPE ME, NOW, . 


imagine HOW X 
Y I Feet, THEN. 1.00 k” 
GRANNY, THERE - ? NO 
EXPLANATION FOR WHAT 

i've b eroME. so how 

AM I 4DPPOSEP 
*v TO MAKE YOU . 

eV unperstano? V 


BUT I'D HOPED 
W AND PRAYEDTHAT 
' YOU'D HAVE COME TO ” 

SOME RESOLUTION SINCE WE 
LAST TALKED. IT APPEARS THAT 
DIDN'T HAPPEN. AND THOUGH 
I'M NOT SILLY ENOUGH TO 
THINK I CAN HELP YOU, I . 
k DO KNOW WHAT PART OF A 
YOUR PURPOSE IS. ^ 


RIGHT 


w-f/m- 


W THEN LET ^ 
" ME EXPLAIN A 
FEW THINGS TO 
YOU. I DON'T 
KNOW WHY GOD 
HAS CHOSEN YOU 
TO CARRY WHAT- 
EVER BURDEN 
UfOU MUST NOW 
k BEAR. A 


WATCH ^ TO ^ 
OVER REMIND US 
US. / OP WHAT IT 
k. MEANS TO BE 
STRONG . , 


w AND in ^ 
RETURN, WE 
WILL ALWAYS 
REMEMBER VOUR 
SPIRIT. WE ALL 
MISS YOU SO 
L. VERY MUCH. A 










w even ^ 

r AFTER ALL t 
THESE YEARS, 
SH6 STILL LONGS 
FOR YOU, BUT I 
GUESS YOU'VE 
ALREADY HEARD 
HER PRAYERS 
^ FOR you. A 


r ^sHEHADTo 

COME TO TERMS Nt 
WITH SO MUCH AFTER' 
YOU DIED. SHE LOVES 
TERRY VERY MUCH, BUT 
YOU 'LL NEVER KNOW 
HOW HARD IT IS FOR 
A WOMAN TO HAVE 
HER LOVE SPLIT j 
k BETWEEN A 

TWO MEN. 


"And now with the 

NEW BABIES, SHE IS... 
WHAT'S THE MATTER? 
DON'T TELL ME YOU 
DIDN'T KNOW?" 


J. 1?t(7N'T. 


"YES- TWrNS, EVEN. 
CAN YOU PICTURE 
THAT? A LITTLE BOY 
AND A LITTLE GIRL. " 


FEEDING 

TIME. 


Y -*■ ■ ^ 


THE LOVE YOU 
P TWO HAD COULDN'T t 
POSSIBLY BRING YOU ANY 
SORT OF DAMNATION. NOT 
FROM THE WAY SHE TALKS 
ABOUT YOU, THE TONE OF 
HER VOICE WHEN HER 
k MIND WANDERS IN j 
^ YOUR DIRECTION. ^ 


r I MISS ” 
YOU, AL. 
EVERY DAY 
Of MY LIFE. 
BUT WHAT- 
EVER X FEEL, 
WANDA 
FEELS it 
lTENFOLD. a 






TH 

VOUr 

nursf. J a QuickC 

v ^ QUESTION, ^ 

wr THOUGH. IS 
W THERE ANY CHANCE 
7 WE l Lt BE ABLE TO 

^ co-ordinatethe 

■ FEEDING AND 
H SLEEPING 
mm SCHEDULES BEFORE 
THEY TURN EIGHT’ 
\ EEN° OR ARE 
kW E DOOMED? J 


YOUR 1 
OTHER 
LITTLE 
6UYIS 
HUNGRY. 
t NOW, 


wrm 


// sffl/ 

■••■" *yA 

JM 


YOU'RE 

DOOMED 


THATS 
WHAT 1 
THOUGHT 




S MY HUSBAND IS 
KIDDING, ELAINE. PLEASE \ 
IGNORE HIM. YOU SHOULD ) 
SEE HIM AND POOPY DIAPERS. J 
^IT S NOT A PRETTY SIGHT, IA- 

AS ' V. rTwANDA' 


WELL, 
IT’S TRUE 
ISN'T IT? 


/ OU, I 
/ FORGOT \ 
f TO TELL YOU. 
GRANNY CALLED 
TO SAY CYAN IS 
DOING GREATAND 
YOU CAN PICK HER 
UP THIS MORNING- 
, AFTER YOU GRAB 
\ A FEW HOURS' > 
V SLEEP. A 


' HERE, > 
DID YOU 
WANT TO 
HOLD JAKE 
BEFORE 
HE STARTS 
, EATING? 


















YOU WANT TO 
KNOW WHAT I'M 
HlPlNG? THAT 
WE'RE NOTH I NS 
0 UT FOOLS. . 
AU- OF U5t 1 


None OF THOSE FAIRYTALES 
7»S IT RIGHT. AND THE 
REUGlONSTi THEY'VE SOT THE 
HOLE FRtGGIN' WORLD 5UCKEREP 
TO SOME DELUSION OR OTHER. 

tORE THAN a HAT, THERE ISN'T 
A GOOP SIDE. THEY'RE BOTH 

the same, you see. granny 

THE/ JUST KILLED MY 
FRIEND, AN ANGEL- A 
i. « REAL LIVE ANSEL. 

^^9 gutted her like a pis. 

HELL Pip THE PEEP/ 
L BUT HEAVEN AlPfP 
ANP ABETTED THE 
SLAUGHTER. 
VW? WHY 
WOULD SOP LET 
ONE OF HIS 
SILPEP FLOCK 
PIET THAT'S 
AN EASY ONE- 


v APOCALYPSE- CALL IT WHAT- 

EVER you want, the only 
K, WAY TO win IS to HAVE MORE 
Z 3 SOULS THAN THE OTHER SIDE. 
NO MATTER WHAT- AT AN/ COST. 
SO, (p you THINK YOUR 6000 DEEPS 
COUNT IN THE END, THEN YOU'VE 
SEEN SUCKEREP ASAIN. EVERY 
SOUL SOES IN ONE POOL, YOU SEE, 

AND THEY ALTERNATE PICKS. 

1 FIFTY- PIETY, RiSHT DOWN THE 

MIDDLE, LIKE SOME TWISTED, 

INSANE SPORTS DRAFT. 

FIRST HEAVEN, THEN HELL. 

THEN HEAVEN. THEN HELL. 

BACK AND FORTH. 

OBVIOUSLY, NEITHER 
SIDE SETS A 

numbers 

ADVANTAGE 
THAT WAY- 










YOUR HEAVEN NEEDS THE RUTHLESS AS MUCH 
AS HELL DOES- 60 P'5 NOT STUPID ENOUGH 

to believe he cam win a wap. with hell on 

THE BACKS OF THE SOU US OF SALVATION ARMY 
VOLUNTEERS, KINDLY BLUE' HAIRED BIN60 
LADIES AND SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS. NO. 


QOV NEEDS THE SPIRITS OF 
6ENGHIS KHAN, ATTILAtHE | 
AND JACK THE RIPPER, THEi 
CRUELTY WOULD SERVE ; HELLS 
WELL THAT HE'D VO ALL. HE ^ 
Could to keep themes® |3 
OFF THAT TEANL. ifiESlSL” 


SATAN CHDSEWE \ 
BUT I WAWJ’T UKg ; 
HIS OTHEft PAWNS. 
T KILLER AY DEMO 
MASTER, THEN 
LAUGHED AT 
HEAVEN WHEN 
THEY INVITED 
MB TO JUMP TO 
THEIR SIDE- 





r 


jJQJEJi 










w they just put > 

A piffeRENT SPIN ON 
IT- SUt I'VE CHOSEN 
NEITHER. THEY CAN 
BOTH GO TO HELL FOR 
ALL. 1 CARE, j/ 


LIMBO. 
NOTHIN6- 
^NESS. . 


mm/ 







HOW 

DARE 


HOW 

care 

You. 


^ YOU CAME ^ 
~ TO TELL ME THAT ~ 
FAITH DOESN'T 
MATTER. THAT I'M A 
FOOL FOR BELIEVING 
IN SOMETHING GOOD 
FOR ALLOWING MY- 
SELF THE CONCEPT 
OF HOPE. WELL, LET 
k ME 7 ELL YOU 
^ SOMETHING. A 



2 KNOW X 
V THAT RELIGION IS \ 
FULL OF HOLES. ' 
THAT EVERYTHING CAN’T 
BE EXPLAINED, SO 
WHAT'S MY CHOICE? 

TO TOSS THAT ASIDE 

FOR YOUR / 

fc. SO-CALLED / 
TRUTH ? 




either 'Wg 

i^r BELIEVE IN 

W NoT/VING and ^ 

r ACCEPT THAT SHE'LL 1 
BE NOTHING BUT 
MAGGOT FOOD, ROTTING 
AWAY IN SOME PINE SOX,. 
/~)P I CAN HOPE THAT 
i/ n SHE IS BEING 
COMFORTED BY SOME 
SPIRIT WHO'S KEEPING 
WATCH OVER HER UNTIL 
k SOMEONE SHE LOVES i 
fev CAN JOIN HER A 
Wk FOR ALL M 

VVY eternity. 


/ IF CYAN ^ 
WAS TO BE 
HIT BY A CAR 
TOMORROW, 
GOD FORBID, 
AND DIED.,. 
I'D HAVE TWO 
CHOICES. , 










AFTER 

r EIGHTY- EIGHT ^ 
YEARS I'VE EARNED 
THE RIGHT TO 
BELIEVE 1 J LL BE 
REUNITED WITH MY 
HUSBAND. MY 
l MOTHER. MY , 
FATHER , 


r all a 

THOSE 
r HAD TO 
WATCH 
L DIE. j 


SO, EXCUSE 

IME FOR BEING WEAK. 2 ^ 

CALL IT BEING HUMAN- WE 

All need something to 

CLING TO* At. SO I CHOSE GOD, 
WITH ALL MY HEART. AND I 
.. WO N T LET YOU TAKE 4 
THAT FROM ME. 




& 





r EVEN 
YOU, Al. r 
PRAY FOR 
YOU EVERY 
t NIGHT. . 


r HOW 
DARE 

YOU SAY 
(T'5 ALL 
BEEN IN 
. VAIN. 


T * M *>0 > 

SORRY, GRANNY. 
I KNOW WHAT 

i r ve $eeN- V 


I Al*?0 ^ 

r KNOW THAT 
THE ONLY WAY 
TO PROTECT YOU 

All f pom it 1 

l To FINALLY 
,v 4 AY... y 


(500PS Yg 


GOt? 
HAVE 
MERCY 
ON YOU 








r YOU 1 
MUST BE 
VERY VERY 
PROUD OF 
YOUR- 
l 5FLF. j 


f'M 



wfjf 


1 L? 

2 | t- J 

“H / 1 ;. 







BREAKING 
THE HEART Of 
A FRAGILE OLD 
WOMAN. QUITE 
. IMPRESSIVE. 


r YOU 
THINK YOUR 
VICTORY IN 
HELL WOULD 
BE THAT 
EASY?! . 


THAT'S 

WHAT YOU DO? 
NOW THAT YOU'VE T 
SLAIN YOUR MASTER; 1 
TURN YOUR BACKON 
EVERYONE? YOU MEAN 
TO PROTECT THEM BY 
SHATTERING THEIR 
DREAMS THEN . 
L LEAVING THEM TO / 
(V FEND FOR THEM- /i 
rv SELVES?! / ' 


r YOU NAIVE 
SO NO VABt rctff 
IT'S NOT THAT 
V SIMPLE' v 


/JT T JUSTV 

/fiUTTEP THE 1 
f LAST PERSON I 

coulptalk To. 

THE ONLY ONE 

t COVIO tpust- 

why? HOT 

0ECAUSP THINGS 
APE SIMPLE!' 
BECAUSE 
L THEY SOT TOO 

\ GOMPU ' j 

YYCATEP/ A 


/ MY Y 

r wars > 

OVER, COG . 1 
H6AV6H ANP 

hell will 
HAVE TO LEARN 
TO LIVE 

L WITHOUT J 

V ME! / 










ST WELL, LET ^ 
~ ME BURST 1 
YOUR BUBBLE. 
YOU CAN TRY 
AND WALK AWAY 
FROM ALL THIS. 
THAT WILL 

k Avail you A 

^ NAUGHT. A 


W NOW THERE ™ 
IS A VACUUM 
THAT MUST BE 
FILLED. THEIR 
SEAT Qt POWER 
IS EMPTY, AND 
, IT MUST BE 
V OCCUPIED. A 


80 T ^ 

things ape 

GOING To 
CHANGE. 


f PONT 
GIVE A 
PAM^- 


X YOU ^ 
r KILLED 
THEIR 
DARK LORD 
ALL HELL 
k SAW IT. . 


BUT 

OTHERS DO. 
DON'T YOU 
GET IT?! 
DON'T YOU 


x THEY „r 

r WON'T LEAVE Y 
YOUR LOVED ONFS 

alone, even if 

YOU DO. AND THEY 
SURE AS HELL WON T 
LET YOU WALK 

y away from y 

V THIS. / 









YOUR ACTIONS 
HAVE MADE YOU 
THEIR NEW LEADER 


SLAYING 
MALEBOLGIA 
MAKES YOU 
THEIR MASTER 


THE THRONE IS 
YOURS. SO, 
ACCEPT IT OR 
NOT,.. 


AND THEY WILL 
DO EVERYTHING 
IN THEIR POWER 
TO MAKE SURE 
YOU ASSUME 
THAT ROLE. 


THE KING 


LONG UVE 
THE KING! 




















YOUR SAD, It RED 
LITTLE EXCUSE OF 
A LIFE, BEATING 
ITSELF SENSELES 
AG A INS T THE WALL. 






BUT THE SHADOWS 
MOVE EVEN QUICKER, 
LEAPING FROM THE 
DARKNESS LIKE 
VILE LITTLE TONGUES. 



THERE'S NO WAY 
TO OUTRUN THEM. 
MAYBE ATONE 
TIME THERE WAS, 
BUT NOT NOW. 




\ k 



FUNNY MOW 
QUfCKLYiT 
ALL OOFS 
MOW THAT 
YOU'RE 
NEARING THE 
FtNtSHLtNE. 


THIS fS 
YOUR L/FE, 
WAS tr 
EVERYTHING 
YOU HOPED IT 
WOULD BE* 










WAS n EVERY THING 

YOU BARGAINED FOR? 


mmnmmnm. 


WHAT WOULD 
YOU GIVE FOR 
ANOTHER 
CHANCE TO 

GET IT RIGHT? 


vf ■■ 'V- 


I 




















♦,, make a deal? 

wo. NOTHING 
THAT FORMAL* 


~ I CAN x 
COME BACK 
LATER If YOU 

like, Really, i 
DON'T MIND, I 
DON'T WISH TO 
^ RUSH you.. 


r I DON'T 

remember 

DID WE,,, 
I MEAN, 
v DID l f ,,? 


W* BUT YOU 
r HAVE BEEN > 
EDGING OVER 
TO MY SIDE Of 
THE FIELD FOR 
SOME TIME. YOU 
CAN T BE ENTIRELY 
, SURPRISED BY A 
Sk. THIS. 


r i just \ 
thought > 
THAT YOU 
MIGHT WANT 
TO GET THIS 
OYSR , 
^ WITH. J 


NO 

INDEED 




NQTHINGY 

I COULD m I 

DOi I h 

GUESS, /NOTHING 

K YOU 

\7\ \ WOULD 


I'M 

AFRAID 

SO. 


HOW 

CAN 

YOU 

KNOW 

FOR 

SURE? 


Y IT'S 1 

MY JOB 
TO KNOW. 
BEEN AT IT 
A RATHER 
LONGTIME, 
HAVEN'T 
L I? A 







I'LL 

TELL YOU 
WHAT,., 


HAVE BEEN 1 
KNOWN TO 
COUNTENANCE 
A WAGER 
PROM TIME 
V TO TIME- A 




GAME? 


7 I TRUST ^ 
WE'RE QUITE 
AGREED ON 
THE TERMS 
OF THE BET, 
AREN'T 
k WE? > 




7 here 

t$A 

TH/NO YOU 
CAN T HIDE 
FROM . 


/T FOLLOWS YOU 
EVERYWHERE, 
ITS /MAGE 
BURNED INTO 
YOUR EYEL/DS . 


/T HAUNTS YOU 
EVEN WHEN 
YOU SLEEP. 


HAS if ALWAYS 
BEEN UKE THtS? 
CAN YOU EVEN 
REMEMBER HOW 
!T STARTED? 















W SUCH A ^ 
SHAME. IN 
THE PRIME OF 
HER LIFE. 
AND LEAVING 
A CHILD 
K BEHIND.. ^ 


IT WAS A 
LOVELY 

SERVICE. 


POOR 
THING. J 
HOPE SHE 
DOESN'T 
BLAME 
HERSELF 



]\< ' 

[mill 

1 ■ 

[»• ■! 





f 

in ■ ir r 

Li: 


' 


:Al' i ,j 

■gffr i #**■» j 












HELLO- 
THE A 
DEAR, ARE 
YOU ALL 
RIGHT? 


^ Ok MY.-t ^ 
X THINK 
THERE'S 
SOMETHING 
WRONG 
.WITH HER, 


YOU' RE 

YOU 'RE 

GOING 
TO DIE 

A r£*r. 


^ J ^ A' 


n rate* 


' SHE N 
COLLAPSED 
SOMEONE 
CALL A 
, DOCTOR, , 


what 

HAPPENED? 









CUPBOARD'S BARE. 
WE GOT NOTHING. NOT 
. EVEN A WAKE-UR 


That was only 

THE BEGtNNtNG. 


V/ WHOSE 
-{ TURN 

iih IS IT? 


TIME Ft fES L fK£ ONE 
LONG NIGHT. ONE 
ENDLESS GRAY 
TWILIGHT SPENT 
DROWfNG IN THE 
GAP BETWEEN 
DEATH AND WAKING. 


r I AM SO 
GODDAMN 
HUNGRY,., 
I NEED MY 
, SHOT, 


THEA'S. 

I WENT 
YESTERDAY 


DOESN'T 
FEEL LIKE A 
UFE AT ALL. 


MY 

TURN? 

YOU 

SURE? 


YEAH. 
I WENT 
YESTER- 
DAY. 








They move 
AROUND YOU LIKE 
BUZZING INSECTS, 
THEY MEAN 
NOTHING. 


JUST RANDOM 
COLLECTIONS OR 
FLESH. THEYCAN 
EITHER GIVE YOU 
WHAT YOU WANT... 


...OR THEY 
CAN GO 
TO HELL. 


I 



BUT YOU CAN STILL 
SPOT THEM. THE 
SUCKERS IN THE JAR 




* 1 "= YOU KNOW WHEN IT'S 
=T9r ABOUT TO HAPPEN. 









Blood rushes 

THROUGH YOUR 
VEINS, SWELLS 
YOUR TONGUE , 


r JEEZUS i 
CHRIST/ 
YOU WON'T 
BELIEVE 
WHAT I JUST 
v SAW [ A 


AND 

THAT'S 

IT. 


THEY ALL 
START 
DROPPING 
LIKE 

fues. 


YOU AL WAYS SAID 
THINGS WERE NEVER 
SO BAD THEY CQULQN ! T 
GET A LOT WORSE, 


BUT YOU 
NEVER 
GUESSED 
HOW TRUE 
IT COULD 
8E **. 







DO YOU REMEMBER 
THE FIRST TIME YOU 
8LEO f ASA GIRL ? 
THE EMBARRASS- 
MENT. THE SHAME . 
THEY TOLO YOU IT 
MEANT YOU WERE 
BECOMING A 
WOMAN - 


BUT YOU 
THOUGHT 
IT MADE 
YOU A 

FREAK \ 


DEAD 

INSIDE 


: IT WOULDN'T 

H BE THE LAST. 


A DARK 
secret 
YOU 
HAD TO 
HIDE 
AWAY. 










YOU COULD 
HEAR THE NIGHT 
CALL ING TO 
YOU y SPEAKING 
WITH THE 
VOICE OF FIRE. 


a. .■%. v\X\.<x\ 

fe. ’.'fc Hi 


PLEASE 

HELP 

ME.., 


WHAT 
DID rr 
SAY? 


'PURGE THE 
DARKNESS 
Wt THIN YOU \ 


5»// ' J 


few i 

v'i .'V / (I 


V Jr J V r 1 

jfej 1 1 





















UNLEASH 
YOUR FEARS. 
THEY WILL 
PROJECT YOU 


FOR A WHILE 
ANYWAY 


I I t <Y | 

■ 

rt 

■ M .• S 

■r// 



i | 




■r? ■ « 

pTJ 

■HBhH 



P ■ 

■ml > jlJF 1 

Bf^M. T-Z 


■> iK i 

B .• ‘ r . ': m^rH' ? '* ;‘V^ 

E « 




££;0 ’*■[ am . ■ ■■ ‘ i > i, sM| , 

fgg»[ ^ Jw ; 



^Mn ^B| 









1 


Funny wing about doctors.. , 

THEY CAN SAVE YOU FROM DEATH, 
BUT NOT FROM L (FE. 

. . i 




THEY WOULD NEVER 
UNDERSTAND IF YOU 
TOLD THEM THE TRUTH 



THEY TRY THEIR 
BEST, THEY 
REALLY DO. BUT 
THEY CAN'T SEE. 





THEY CAN'T SEE 
WHAT YOU SEE. 




THEY CAN ' T KNOW 
THE THINGS YOU KNOW. 







I CAN 

SEE 

YOU. 


I CAN SEE * 
WHAT YOU ARE. 
DO YOU HFAR ME? 

X KNOW WHAT 
_ YOU ARES 






W£Y CAN'T IMAGINE 


IT IS THAT HAUNTS YOU. 



gprj 










UGHN! 


r THAT'S 
RUN AWAY. 
TRUTH HURTS 
DOESN'T IT, 
w ASSHOLE ? A 


/ 11 TRUTH, v 
UKE A BASTARD 
COMES INTO THE 

V WORLD,,/' ^ 


IT ESA CRUEL 
GIFT, IS IT MOT? TO ^ 
SEE THE SHULL BENEATH 
THE SKfN f TO SEE THE 
^T RUTH BENEATH THE > 
I>- LIE ? 


r HEY. > 
HOW 
LONG 
HAVE YOU 
BEEN 
Y HERE? , 


OU, QUITE 
A LONGTIME,! 
SUPPOSE. 


x *5 it? X 
■pi— / OU r WELL. N 
‘X/THE COMMON 
K I DON'T \RUIES DOW T 
THINK YOU'RE \ REALLY 
SUPPOSED TO ) APPLY TO THE 
SVKOtfFlN LIKES OF 
HERE. ITS A / YOU AND ML, 
.HOSPITAL, A DO THEY? Z 


i KILLED ^ 
MY MOTHER, 
YOU KNOW. THAT $ 
WHAT THEY THINK. 
THAT'S WHY '$ 
S AFTER ME. A 


TELL ME 
ABOUT IT, 


g-jv- v'-jBjfi 

SWTj IT 

3 1 

T'Tl 

Lwju! 







’“BECAUSE 
YOU WERE 
GIVEN A 
£3 [FT OR 
A CURSE, 


I WAS 

f JUST A KID. 1 
r 1 WOKE UP ONE DAY 
AND I KNEW MY MOM 
WAS GOING TO DIE. 
JUST KNEW. SHE 
WAS LEAVING FOR 
l WORK, I BEGGED A 
^ HER NOT TO A 
GO, 


■‘YOU SEE 
PAST THE 
GREAT LIE. 
YOU ARE 
TOO CLEVER 
FOR THEM * 


I DON'T 
FEEL 
CLEVER. 


W BUT SHE ^ 
' SMUED AT 
ME THE WAY 
GROWN-UPS 
ALWAYS 
SMILE AT A 
CHILD AND 
TOLD ME 
t EVERYTHING 
L WAS OKAY, j 


but 

T YOU ARE ^ 

F SO VERY 1 
CLEVER. 
BECAUSE YOU 
SEE THE TRUTH , 
OTHERS MAY 
SUSPECT IT, BUT 
YOU HNQW THE 
DARK, AWFUL 
L TRUTH OF A 
L THIS A 
^ LIFE. Ai 


k AND ^ 
THEN — 
BAMS - IT 
HAPPENED- 
SHE WAS THE 
L FIRST, y 


ST THAT THERE ^ 
f IS NO GREAT PLAN, ^ 
NO COS MIC DESIGN. 
THAT LIFE IS misery 
AND LONELINESS AND 
l PAIN FROM CRADLE, 
fcv. TO grave. A 


r REMEMBER ^ 
CHASING HER 1 
OUT IN THE STREET, 
SCREAMING. I 
GUESS I REALLY 
. freaked HER A 
V our 


W THAT THE ^ 
r GOOD SUFFER' 
JUST AS MUCH 
AS THE WICKED, 
IP NOT MORE, 

that THERE'S NO 
final reward 
l FOR THE A 
k RIGHTEOUS, A 


r SHE WAS > 
HALF WAY TO 
THE BUSSTOP 
WHEN SHE 
TURNED 
L AROUND,, a 


r WHY ^ 
ME? WHY 
DID THIS 
HAPPEN 
t TO ME? J 


"AND THAT 
NO ONE IS 
COMING TO 
SAVE YOU, 


* YOU 

SEE, THAT'S 

THE REAL 
REASON 

HE'S AFTER 

YOU . ** 











i r's nothing ^ 

PERSONAL OF COURSE. 
THAT'S REALLY THE WORST 
^ BIT, ISN'T IT? 

ALLtHE 

babies born ^ 
r without umbs* 1 

r THE LEGIONS OF SWEET 
MOTHERS WHEELED INTO 
{ CANCER WARDS, THE 
L CLUELESS BYSTANDERS a 
^ SHOT DOWN IN A 
THE STREET, 


► AND NONE ^ 
OF IT'S THE LEAST 
BIT PERSONAL- 
WHAT A HQRRSBLE 
^ THOUGHT. j 


PEOPLE 

r DIE BECAUSE > 
THEY'RE PEOPLE, 
BECAUSE THEY j RE 
MORTAL. NOT 
FOR ANY GLORIOUS 
CAUSE OR 
v GRAND 

SCHEME, yf 


\r YOU TORE ^Nv£ 
OPEN YOUR HEART Tfl 
AND gave HIM A ^ 
GLIMPSE OF THE TRUTH 
AND THAT'S WHY HE 
HATES YOU k BECAUSE 
OP WHAT YOU KNOW: 

, THAT no man EVER 
K DIED FOR A _ 
Sfew REASON. 


rn> p ^^K. 


BUT DON'T LET 
HIM NEAR YOUj 
WHATEVER YOU DO 


'LEAST OF ALL 

FOR LOVE - 


^ AND IF THAT'S TRUE 
THEN HE HAS NO 
REASON TO EXIST. ** 


"DON'T 
WORRY. I 
IMAGINE 
IT'LL ALL BE 
OVER SOON 
ENOUGH, 


^ ll ON bloodstained ^ 
WUNG5, VENGEANCE FLIES- 
FASTER THAN THE SPEED OF 
NIGHT. " THERE IT IS. ^ 


WHAT 
CAN I DO 


KEEP RUNNING. 
k HIDE WHERE YOU CAN. > 
NUMB YOUR MIND AND 
BODY TILL HE CAN NO LONGER 

sense your presence. 

, AND HOPE IT ENDS PAIN- > 
K. LESS1V AS POSSIBLE. 















/VRE YOU FRIGHTENED? 


no. n 

DON'T 
FEEL ANY 

thing, j 


f 1 DON'T > 
THINK WE 
REALLY NEED 
TO LOOK AT 
THE RESULT, 
V DO WE? ^ 


^ HE'LLBE 
DfS APPOINTED 
r OF COURSE, 


THOUGHT 
. NOT. , 


VEtfruiS- 

APPOINTED 


TOUGH 


INDEED 


WHY 
ARE YOU 
LAUGHING? 


BECAUSE 
I TOO KNOW 
THE TRUTH, 
MYDFATL 


mm-' 


HE WAS 
COMING 

TO HELP 
YOU :• 









NOTHING 

PERSONAL 


ONE - LOVE, 

hellspawn 

YOUR MOVE, 












FANNY 











/ NO. I \ 
WANTED RED. 
RED. JUST LIKE 
MY OLDONE. SOT 
THAT? I'M NOT 
SPENDING ALL 
. THIS MONEY y 
V ON-- S 


r WHAT? A X 
PROBLEM 15 
WELL, IT'S NOT 
MY PROBLEM. 
IF THEYCAN'T 
DELIVER, TELL 
THEM I’LL GO 
SOMEWHERE , 
X ELSE. 7 


r NO, NOT THE 
SUNROOF, THE 

CONVERTIBLE 


BECAUSE 
IT'S NOT THE 
SAME, 
THAT'S WHY. 


^ WHAT--? > 
WAIT. WAIT. 
WHAT ARE YOU 
TELLING ME? 

NO. THAT'S 
NOT WHAT 
SAID. > 


r WELL, 
THEN 
YOU CALL 
HIM 

, BACK. 


' LOOK, 
JUST TAKE 
CARE OF IT, 
OK? OK? 

I GOTTA 
v GO. x 








HEY HEY- 1 THERE'S MY ^ 
016 SPENDER MAN OF WEALTH 
AND TASTE. HOW'S THE WIDE 
.WORLD TREATING YOU? ^ 


L OUGHT TO 
Bl= A DEATH 

penalty FOR 

INCOMPETENTS 


^-^OUGHT 
TO BE A LOT 
OF THINGS, MY 
friend, so 
WHAT ARE YOU 
IN THU 

market FOR 
V TODAY? y 


r so HOW'S ^ 
THE BULLS AND 
THE BEARS? 
HEARD THE 
MARKET TOOK 
ANOTHER 8FG 
^ DIVE. ^ 


YEP. A LOT ^ 
OF PEOPLE LOST 
A LOT OF MONEY. 
THAT'S HOW 
V IT GOES. < 


THAT'S KIND OF 
WHY I'M HERE. I'M 

LOOKING for something... 

YOU KNOW.,, LIKE THE LAST 
ONE. SPECIAL. 


NOT SURE. 
SOMETHING 


THOSE 

r ARE NICE, 
DUELING PISTOLS 
NAPOLEONIC- 
PROVENANCE SAYS 
THEY BELONGED 
i TO LORD , 
PK BYRON. < 


AR, SOME- 
THING FROM 
THE PRIVATE 
COLLECTION \ 


t M ■' - 


AND 

YOU? 


^ ME? I ^ 
MADE A LOT 
OF MONEY, 
THAT'S ALSO 
HOW IT 
V GOES, j 


EXACTLY. 


n /r ' 


,* rtfff/f fS 
ivte/f .',V, 
(VY I* AW 

■ 



^NOT A PROBLEM. 
IN FACT, I JUST GOT 
SOME NEW STUFF IN. 

CHOICE. REAL 
V CHOICE- ^ 


I WARNED YOU. ^ 
DIDN'T I WARN YOU? 
IT'S LIKE A FEVER. 
ONCE YOU START 
v YOU CAN'T QUIT. 


COME 

ON 

BACK. 


HANG ON 
A SBC. LET 
ME GET THE 
v LIGHT. 


SO > 

WHAT 
DID YOU 
HAVE IN 
MIND? 








'DO YOU MIND ME ^ 
ASKING, WHERE DO YOU 
^ GET ALL THIS STUFF? . 


x YOU'DBEX 
/ SURPRISED. N 
f THERE'S A LARGE 
COLLECTORS' UNDER 
GROUND. I GET 
INQUIRIES FROM ALL 
KINDS OF PEOPLE. 
MOVIE 5TARS- 
S. SENATORS. EVEN 
\A COUPLE OF J 
X. PRIESTS. / 


X BUT I \ 

' GOTTA BE N, 
CAREFUL. A 
LOT OF THIS IS 
ILLEGAL AND IT’S 
NOT LIKE ANY OF 
IT COMES 
WITH A REAL , 
S PROVENANCE/ 


x I TOLD YOU IT'S X 
'AN ADDICTION. SOME- 
THING... I DON’T 

know, sexy about it 

ALL. HAVING WHAT NO 
ONE ELSE CAN HAVE. 
FORBIDDEN FRUIT 
V AND ALL THAT, j 
I GUESS. /A 


r THAT'S WHY ^ 
I ONLY DEAL WITH A 
SMALL, SELECT 
CLIENTELE. LIKE YOU 
SO WHAT WERE YOU 
^ LOOKING FOR? ^ 



' I DON'T 
KNOW. I MEAN 
LIKE THE LAST 
ONE, I GUESS, 
BUT MORE... 
v UNIQUE- . 


x MORE X 
/ "UNIQUE" THAN 
AN AUTHENTIC 
SS SILVER TEA 
SERVICE? OKAY. 
WELL, LET ME ASK 
YOU THIS' EXACTLY 
HOW MUCH 
. MONEY ARE YOU 

► looking to 

§TX SPEND? 


MONEY'S 
NOT AN 
ISSUE. 


13J 


ft.- ^ 


[h. 













f CHECK 
THIS OUT. 
THIS HERE'S 
. THE REAL 
\ DEAL. , 


WHAT 
IS IT? 


WHAT 
DOES IT 
LOOK 
LIKE? 



IT'S A 
TATTOO. 




r I DON'T KNOW. 
I MEAN IT S KINDA 
WELL... I DON'T 
^ KNOW IF... 


YOUR 

CALLy 


PRETTY 
WILD, hut,? 
IT DOESN'T 
GET MORE 

unique 

THAN THAT. 


j.-T % y f|ijL 

!f A j-vs GOT 

OTHER 
INTERESTED 
PARTIES. IF 
IT'S NOT YOU, 
IT'LL J UST BE 
LOOK,' SOMEONE 
IT'S JUST « ELSE. 

A THING . 

A PIECE OF HISTORY. 
IT'S BEST IF IT CAN 
GO TO SOMEONE 
WHO CAN 
APPRECIATE IT. 


BUT IT'S 
NOT LIKE Y 


I COME 
ACROSS 
THINGS 
LIKE THIS 
EVERY 
DAY. 


BUT 
LIKE I 
SAID, IT’S 
YOUR 
CALL. 



S YEAH, > 
IT'S ME. I 
CHANGED 
MY MIND. 
CANCEL 
THE CAR 
ALTOGETHER 


■V .... ■/%?/> 







WHAT'S THE 
BIG DEAL? 
NOTHING TO 8E 
ASHAMED OF. 
IT'S NOT LIKE 
IT'S A PERSON 
\ OR ANY- . 
K THING. < 


IT'S 

JUST A 
THING- 


LIKE HE 
SAID, JUST 
A PIECE OF 
HISTORY. 


MOMENTO 

MORI. 


— 1 


M 














MV GOD, 
YOU'RE 
BEAUTIFUL 







know 


///ST 
NIGHT, I 
DREAMED 
Of DEATH. 


Hi-GA !N, I HAVE TROUBLE SLEEPING 
CURSE MYSELF FOR BEING WEAK. 1 
MUST BE VIGIL ANT. Col. K. HAS 
ORDERED THAT WE ARE TO STEP 
UP OPERA TIONS. 


Vr CAME TO 
ME, LIKE A 
TERRIBL E , 
GHOST IN A 
GOETHE PLAY. 
I ASKED IT 
WHY IT I 

FOLLOWED 
ME AND IT J 
GAVE NO I 
ANSWER. M 


JHERE IS SO 
MUCH TO DO 


mucH TO DO 
IN ORDER TO 
PERFECT 
THIS WORLD. I 


r 


j _ 





(7 DO NOT CLAIM TO 
BE A HERO. I AM 
/VOT THE SOL OIER 
HE/S. I AM A MAH. 
THAT IS ALL. BUT I 
HAVE A JOB AND I 
DO IT WELL. 


7 PRAY FOR 
THE DAY WHEN 
17 WILL BE 
SPRINGTIME „ 
AGAIN. / 




The latest 

L OT IS EVEN 
MORE PATHETIC 
THAN THE LAST. 
(G YPStESi I AM 
BEGINNING TO 
LOATHE THEM 
MORE THAN 
THE JEWS* ) / 


O LONG FOR 
THE DAYS 
WHEN THE WAR 
WILL BE 
BEHIND US* 
WHEN A LIFE 
OF JOY AND 
BEAUTY MAY 
BEGIN AGAIN. 





"fooK! n , 
is snowing! 
SNOWING IN 
SEPTEMBER! 
ISN'T IT 
WONDERFUL ? 


do/. 


oi. K. S FAMILY 
ARRIVED YESTER- 
DAY. HE HAD A 
SMALL PLAY 
GARDEN BUILT 
FOR HIS GRAND - 
CHIL DREN IN THE 
FiEL D BEHIND 
THE GALLOWS. 


JOO NICE TO 
HEAR CHILDREN 
L ALIGNING AGAIN . 


This afternoon 

THEY CALLED OUT 
TO Col. K., " GRAND 
PA, GRANDPA 
COME QUICK'. IT 
IS A MIRACLE. 


Qoi K. 
STOOD 
ON THE 
PORCH 
AND 

LAUGHED. 


7/eS. " HE >' 
y SAID. “FT 
IS SNOWING 
PEOPL E. " 


' - ' • . 






7 ARRANGED 
FOR THE 
ROMANY GIRL 
TO WORK FOR 
ME. SHE DOES 
NOT APPEAR 
GRATEFUL . | 


ZThe STRONG ONES 
WILL LAST THREE 
MONTHS. EACH 
ONE, ALMOST TO 
THE DAY. HERE, SHE 
COULD LAST TWICE 
THAT. THREE 
TIMES EVEN 


7 DO 
NOT TEL L 
HER THIS. 


77 FIND THAT 
IT IS THESE 
PRIVATE ACTS 
OF GENEROSITY 
THAT HELP KEEP 
MY SPIRITS UP. 

WE ARE HERE TO 
MAKE THE WORL 0 
BETTER. I MUST 
NOT FORGET y 
. THA T. ^ 


7 THINK SHE 
IS THE MOST 
BEAUTIFUL THING 
I HAVE EVER SEEN. 



/S*r1 



/jf -fe 


L ii 





C7 CAUGHT WO M BN 

EMBRACING OUT BEHIND THE 
COAL SHED TODAY. CZECHS OR 




; POLES, l CANNOT TELL ANY 
>:■ MORE. . . 


JUCH D/S PL AYS 
OF EMOTION 
ARE UNMANLY, 
THE MARK OF 
AN ABERRANT 
PERSONALITY, i 


(9ne DOES 
WELL TO 
REMEMBER 
THAT, EVEN 
HERE, THERE 
IS ALWAYS 
SOME PLACE 
LOWER TO GO 


<Jh E y 

PLEADED WITH 
ME, CRYING 
FOR MERCY, 
SAYING THAT I 
WAS MISTAKEN. 
THEY TOLD ME 
THEY WERE 
COUSINS AND 
EACH HAD 
THOUGHT THE 
OTHER ONE J 

dead. r-y 


C/HEY WEPT 
L IKE BABIES 
WHEN Z 
TOLD THEM 
THAT THIS 
INCIDENT 
WOULD BE 
RECORDED. 


Meanwhile, 

THE PERSIS- 
TENT GHOST OF 
DEATH STILL 
PERSECUTES 


II MY DREAMS 


i*L! 





7% T FIRS r, J THOUGHT SHE DID NOT HEAR ME, 
OR MA YBE SHE WAS OVERWHEL MED. WHA T 1 
O FFER HER MUS T BE MORE THAN SHE DARE , 
DREAM. — 1 


C 7r has been 

FOUR MONTHS. 

I CAN BEAR n 
NO LONGER. 

THIS MORNING, 
AFTER BREAKFAST, 
I CONFESSED 
MV FEEUNGS. A 


' &VT THEN SHE L OOKED 
AT ME AS NO WOMAN 
HAS EVER LOOKED AT 
ME- - AS IF I WERE A 
RODENT, AN INSECT- j 
AND SPOKE BUT ONE / 
. WORD. / 


MONSTER 


' rfOW COULD SHE ABUSE ME 
THUS? AFTER ALL THE 
KINDNESSES I HAVE i 

VISITED UPON HER? 


'A AM A GOOD MAN 
I AM A MAN OF 
COURAGE MAKING 
A BETTER WORLD. 


^MONSTER? 1, WHO HAVE 
NEVER KtL LED A MAN, 
WHOSE HANDS NEVER 
TOUCHED ANOTHER IN ANGER 


(Oftentimes 

MY WORK IS 
NOT PRETTY, 
BUT n IS 
NECESSARY. 
SHE CANNOT 
FAULT ME M 
FOR THAT. M 


1 JF I DID 
NOT DO IT, 
SOMEONE 
ELSE 

WOULD, t 







CToi K. HAD SENT FOR 
HER. SOMETHING 
ABOUT MAKING HER 
A PRESENT FOR A 
BROTHER-IN-LAW IN 
BERL IN, 


Q/e CAME AN 
HOUR AGO TO 
APOLOGIZE FOR 
MY TROUBLE, 
AND SA TO HE 
WAS HAPPY TO 
COMPENSATE ME 
FOR MY LOSS. « 




< OVHAT HAVE 
1 DONE TO 
DESERVE 
SUCH MISER Y p 


LET MY 
GHOST TAME 
ME. I HO 
LONGER HAVE 
THE WILL. TO 
K LIVE. 


^E LOOKS 
AT ME THE 
SAME WA Y 
SHE DTD. 
HATEFUL, 
ACCUSING 


r h uHetHt w : i 

s a * '■* ''fl 




IKH i Jm- m 

f jffpp .f 

.■• jbi I 

All 1 Mmr ~ 





IK J 


A 1 




lo o\c 


C7 HAVE NO 

WORDS TO 
DEPEND 
MYSELF . j 






I , (7 am no 


MARTYR 


' Q HAVE 
i , COME TO THIS 
{NOT BECAUSE 
A I AM BRAVE l 
I AND BELIEVE 

■ IN THE 

■ RIGHTNESS 
1 OF MY CAUSE, 
fl BUT BECAUSE 

■ 1 AM A 

■ COWARD AND 

■ CHOSE TO 

■ UVE BEHIND 

■ THE LIES 

1 OF OTHERS, 


^jfrGHOST 

HAS CAUGHT UP 
WITH ME AND 
SHOWN ME WHAT 
1 WOUL D NOT 
ALLOW MYSELF J 
, TO SEE. 




ADUT IT WILL 
BE SOMEONE 
ELSE- n WILL 
NOT BE ME. 


Perhaps, 

IN THE END, 
n WILL 
MAKE L ITTLF 
DIFFERENCE. 




JOOMEONE 
ELSE WILL BE 
SENT TO TAKE 
MY PL ACE, 
SOMEONE ELSE 
WILL DO THE 
THINGS THAT 
I HAVE DONE. 


1 

ifn 

1 

f 

f 

1 

! 

y 




^HNO THAT 
WILL BE 
DIFFERENCE 
ENOUGH... 


OU, 1 
GOD ... 
FORGIVE 
ME, 








I p ftA 
SORRY. 






l 1 ; 


s 
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" ‘ BE NOT AFRAID 
SAYETH THE LORD 
' FOR I AM WITH 
YOU ALWAYS. ' 


FIRST COMMUNITY CHURCH 9 

OF MALICE i 

SUNDAY: 5 

“AFTER THE STORM..” < 


"I AM WITH YOU 
ALWAYS... EVEN 
WHEN WE THINK WE 

are alone, even if 

WE THINK WE ARE 
UNWORTHY, THE 
LORD IS ALWAYS 
AT OUR SIDE. 


'9UT NOW IS 
A TIME FOR 
REBUILDING. 
FOR MENDING 

fences, for 

RENEWING 
THE BONDS OF 
FRIENDSHIP. 


“THESE WORDS ARE 
WORTH REMEMBERING 
PARTICULARLY INCUR 
TROUBLED TIMES. 


“OUR COMMUNITYHAS 
ENDURED MUCH... 
SUFFERED MUCH OF 
LATE. BUT WE ARE 
STRONGER FOR IT, 
AND I HOPE, WISER. 




"GO FORTH, TREAT 
EACH OTHER WJTH 
KfNPNBSS. 







AMD 9E 
NOT 
AFRAID. 


MlKBY MALOY 
IS AFRAID. 

A FRAUD OP i 

MANY T# MGS. A 

80 T MOSTLY* J 
HE'S A Fff ALPS 
OF THE M 

MILLER F# 
BOYS. t > 


THERE WAS A TIME WHEN THEY 
WERE JUST 8 UUIES. THROWING 
POCKS AT CATS, TEAS! KG THE 
YOUNGER BOYS , MEAN, RUDE. 
DiSR ESPEC TFUL , BUT NO T 
DANGEROUS, t— n"~ 


All THAT'S 
changed, mi key 

CAN TEL l f EVEN 


IF HE CAN'T 

EXPLAIN HOW . 


£ IKE SO MANY THINGS IN 
THE ro WN OF MAL tCE, 
PENNSYLVANIA, IT 
HAPPENED OVER THE 

SUMMER. 


ANYONE with 
EYES CAN SEE 
IT THE MtU-ER 
BOYS HAVE 
CHANGED, 


mmsiI 


r.'fsaeS-.' 













y "MACK X 
r MOVED TO THE \ 
BEDROOM DOOR, 
AND PUSHED IT 
ASIDE WITH GREAT 
TREP... UM... 

V TREP-I-CVI- A 
X TION ... X 




A “WHAT > 
GREETED 
HIS GAZE 
CHILLED HIM 
TO THE 
K BONE... j 


THE BOYS 
WEREN'T AROUND 
WHEN THE 
“ TROUBL BS " 
CAME, WHEN THE 
DARK CLOUDS 
GA THERED IN THE 
SUMMER SKY. 
THEY WERE WITH 
RELATIVES IN 
VERMONT FOR 
THE SEASON. 


-1 - 


j*l‘ 






“NEXT: THE 
HANGMAN'S 
CURSE... ' , 


“GREAT 
CHURNING 
OCEANS OF 

BLOOD. '• 


O "OR, 'A > 
CORPSE Of 
A DIFFERENT 
COLOR. ' H 
V COOL i ^ 


MANY DIED. OTHERS 
VANISHED WITHOUT A 
WORD. FOR THE 
PEOPL E OF MALICE, 
LAST SUMMER IS A 
VOID. SOMETHING THEY 
TALK AROUND, 8UT NEVER 
DISCUSS DIRECTLY. 


THEY LIVE THEIR 
LIVES IN DREAD 
NOW, THE HUMBLE, 
GOD-FEARING 
PEOPL E OF 
MALICE. A QUIET, 
UNSPOKEN FEAR 
GLIDES BENEATH 
THEIR FRIENDLY 
FACES AND 
HELPFUL 
DEMEANORS. 


NO ONE IN TOWN 
fS SURE WHAT 
HAPPENED. NO ONE 
CAN REMEMBER. 
EIRE, SOME SAY. OR 
AN EARTHQUAKE. 
MAYBE BOTH. 



BUT NOT 

THE MILLER BOYS. 
THE MILLER BOYS 
ARESCAREDoF 
NOTHING. 


THEY HAVE SEEN 
THE L tGHT. 

THEY HA VE SEEN 

THE FUTURE. 






: V L >' 


fl .' 4 ' 1 W- 


FIVE JET SLACK 
SEN TRIES JUTTING 
UP FROM THE 
WEED- CHOKED 
Ft EL D, THE 
STONES DREW 
PRESTON L/KE 
A MAGNET. 


M THEY ALWAYS 


THEY SHINED IN THE 
AFTERNOON SUN, 
THE GREAT BLACK 
SLABS. OPAQUE 
AND IMPENETRABLE, 
COOL TO THE TOUCH, 
FULL OF SECRETS 
AND MYSTERIES. 


mm HAVE AWAY 
W/ OF WORKING 
Pf THEMSELVES 
hy OUT INTO 
% t ' 1 THE OPEN. 


FEW 

SECRETS 

STAY 

HIDDEN 

FOREVER 


AND 

WHEREVER 
PRESTON 
WENT, THE 
TWINS 
FOLLOWED 




THE OTHER KIDS WERE TOO SCARED 
TO PLAY IN WICKS FIELD. THEY SAID 
THE STONES WERE HAUNTED. THE 

DEVIL'S RIGHT HAND THEY 


trictvi , 

ALL OF WHICH MADE 

PRESTON MILLER EAGER TO 
GO. TO SHOW THE OTHER KIDS 
THAT NO THING SCARED HIM. 






FLOATING THROUGH HtS 
BLOODSTREAM. BURNING tN 
HIS VEINS L IKEA VIRUS, 


this (show the 

INFORM AT TON 
CAME TO 
PRESTON M/UER- 


THEN CAME THE 
Vi Si ONS. L IKE A SLOW - 
MOTION MOVIE, 
VIEWED UNDERWATER. 
DARK AND TERRI EL £ 

A NO UNM (S TAKABL V' 

7 RUE, 


WHEN PRESTON AWOKE, 
THE WHOLE WORLD 
LOOMED DIFFERENT 
TO HfM SOMEHOW. HE 
KNEW THINGS NO ONE 
ELSE IN TOWN KNEW. 


SECRET THINGS 


AND THEN A VOICE, LIKE 
ROLLING THUNDER "KNOW 
WHAT I AM/NT SAID. 
"KNOW WHAT J CAN DO. 


” AND MOST Of ALL 
KNOW THY ENEMY. 


HE COULDN'T 
WAIT TO TELL 
HIS BROTHERS 






















THAT 

WAS 

F/VE 

WEEKS 

ABO, 


VERY GOOD 
VERY GOOD 
YOU r RE ALL SO 

v creative. 


OINK 


OINK 

OINK 

PIGGY 


HEREr 

PIGGY. 


^OFFTOTHE ^ 
SLAUGHTERHOUSE 
^ piS-BOY* 



r DARREN f ^ 
DANIEL 1 
THAT'S ENOUGH' 
I THI NK YOU OWE 
MIKEY AN 
^ APOLOGY. A 


WELL 


WERE ALL 
WAITING 
l FOR YOU, 


COUGH 
CO UGH 


CHOKE 


CHOKING 

SHE'S 

CHOKING 



i ii - V' 

[9 





DEEP 

BREATH NOW 
DEEPER... 


PIGGY'S 
GOING 
TO GET 
STUCK. 


5QUEAL Wi 
PIGGY. 

SOEJEAL. J M 


r THE TIME'S ^ 
COMING, PIG -BOY. 
SOONER THAN 
. YOU THINK. , 


WHAT'S 

THE 

MATTER, 
k PIGGY? 


WATCH 
WHERE 
YOU'RE 
GOING 
PIG- BOY. 




GOT 

EVERYTHING? 


YEP. 

EVERYTHING 


\W\f BOYS? 
WHERE 
— A ARE YOU 
r WE'RE V GOING 5 
GOING TO X - ^ 
WORK ON OUR T: 
COSTUMES. L./ 
HALLOWE'EN'S }' ':>% 
NEXT WEEK. A 


EVERY 

THING 


FFI 


ALL RIGHT, 
THEN. BACK 
BY SUPPER 
s, OKAY? , 


AND BOYS... 
YOU BE GOOD 
^ NOW. _ 


ALWAYS 
MAM A . 


- 

f— 


V 

% 

r 



% 

K 

s W 

\ 'i 


j 
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Hallowe'en. 


ITS MOT, MOIST BENEATH 
THE MASK- WARM TO THE 
TOUCH , LIKE A SECOND 
SKIN. IT SMELLS Of 
DEAD THINGS. 




TRICK OR 


TRICK OR 



^ TRACY, YOU 
LOOK GREAT. TO Mr 
SAM ,,, YOU TOO, AND 
IS THAT MIKEY UNDER 
V THERE? ^ 


YES MAAM 
THANK YOU 




— nr 


HAVE 

FUNi 

BE 

SAFE. 


s^V'vir-'J 

fiH.wC-.'A 1 ] 
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W La ' 
WHERE 
AM I? 


" ' BE MOT 
AFRAID/ 
SAYE TH THE 
. LORD,,. 


•'FOR I AM 
Wl TH YOU 
ALWAYS. " 


SQUEAL, 
PIG -BOY/ 


r do you 

KNOW WHO 
r AM? DO 
YOU KNOW 

what tve 

^comb? 


OINK/ OINKi 
PIGGY TO TH E 
SLAUGHTER j 



jyljfj 'ijrf m 









“ X ASAtHe ~ 
VJOt-F THAT HUHTS 
THE CHILD IN \TS 
cb»&, i AMTrti 
> DAVWHESS THAT 
KNOVJS HODAW 


X T- AAA 
r THE MO'D. 
1 AM THE- 
MIGHT. 


n oil! uu^m 

STOP! Z7,, 

> VWoU ATJ.T. 

^ THE "DOOR .,, 

Bf \OU A.TLE THE 

B GATE THROUGH 

W VJH'CH MX 

fc TH^N^ERS y 

fh shall pass. ; 




I AM < 
THE COLT) 
Breath 
OE THE 
^ GHA\<e. . 


J/i J ■■■'■ 
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HE SPEAKS WORDS 
HE DOESN'T FUL L Y 

understand. 


> 1 AAa k 
THE EATe^ 
OE YiOEA.t>Sl 
1; AM THE 


Preston 
M fLLER 
LOONS 
OUT AT THE 
WORLD 
WITH EYES 
THAT ARE 
NOT H/S. 


HtS BODY (NOT 
WA HISSQDY) iS 
ALIVE WITH AT 
LEAST A DOZEN 
sn \ NEW SENSES- 


TH/S fS 

everything 

HE EVER 
WAN TED. 


THE IN FORMAT (ON MOVES 
THROUGH HtS BLOOD f 
SEARING ANCIENT SECRETS 
ONTO THE WALLS QF HIS 
VEINS/ REMAKING HIM 
CELL BY CELL . 


THiS THING THAT 
STANDS BEFORE HIM' 
THIS SAD LITTLE SPECK 
WRAPPED in A 
CRIMSON CLOAK, IS 
SOMEHOW FA MIL IAR.. 


A MOMENT 5 DISTRACTION f 
NOTHING MORE. A NUISANCE 
A THORN IN H/S SKIN, 


T EMa\-V 




M/ uv> 








M1KEY SHUTS HJS 
EYES AND WISHES tT 
WERE HU A DREAM. 


THE TWINS 
WATCH IN AWE 
IT MOVES SO 
FAST THEY 
CAN'T BE SURE 
WHAT THEY 
ARE SEEING. 


PRESTON LAUGHS 
TO HIMSELF. HE 
CAN FEEL HIS 
POWER GROWING 
BE YOND MEASURE 


THIS IS WHAT 
HE WAS BORN 
FOR. THIS IS 
HIS DESTINY. 


HE IS THE 
LUCKIEST 
BOY TO 
EVER LIVE 


AND IT IS ONLY 
A TASTE OF 
WHAT IS TO 
COME. SOON 
HIS STRENGTH 
WILL BE 
GREA TER 
THAN WORL DS. 


IpHr J 
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THE worn. D SPINS OFF 
ITS AXIS AND TUB NIGHT 
SPLITS INTO JAGGED 
SHA RDS AROUND HIM. 


PRESTON IS 
AWARE OF 
SOMEONE 
SCREAMING. 
HE'S AFRAID 
/ T MIGHT 
GE HIM. 


THE ROOM 
GROWS HOT AT 
FIRST, AND 
THEN VERY 
COLD. EVERY- 
THING HE 
DREAMED OF 
CRUMBLES 
INTO DUST. 
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M/KEY NEVER TOLD ANY' 
ONE WHAT HAPPENED 
TO HIM THAT HALLOWE'EN 
NIGHT. NO ONE PR LED 
TOO DEEPLY. MALICE HAS 
ENOUGH SECRETS TO KEEP. 


DANIEL AND DARREN SEEM 
TO HAVE L OST EITHER THE 
ABIL ITY OR THE WIU TO 
SPEAK. THEY UTTER SIMPLE 
WORDS AND PHRASES ONLY 
WHEN ASKED, AND ARE 
NEVER HEARD TO LAUGH. 


WHA TEVER IT WAS, 
IT WAS AGREED 
THA T MIKEY MALOY 
WAS A VERY 
BRAVE BOY. 


CITIZENS OP THE 
TOWN CONSIDER 
THIS DEVELOPMENT 
TO BE A VAST 
IMPROVEMENT. 


SOMETHING da rk haunts his 
DREAMS, SOMETHING HE CAN'T 
GIVE A NAME TO. 


PRESTON MILLER FELL 
VICTIM TO SOME STRANGE 
ILLNESS AND HAS NOT 
RETURNED TO SCHOOL. HE 
IS CONSTANTLY COLD AND 
TERRIFIED OF THE DARK. 


BUT DEEP 
IN HIS 
HEART... 

IN HIS 
BLOOD,,, 
HE KNOWS 


HE CAN'T REMEMBER 
WHEN HE LAST HAD A 
GOOD NIGHT'S SLEEP 


IT WILL 
H A UN T HIM 
ALL HIS DAYS 
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Hot, 
STICKY 
NEW YORK 
NIGHT. 


THE LINES HAVE BEEN DRAWN 
IN THE SAND. THE BIG PICTURE 
IS SET IN STONE. 


NOWALL THE 
HELLS PAWN HAS TO DO 
IS WAIT. WAIT AND SEE 
WHO MAKES THE 
FIRST MOVE. 


NOT 
THAT HE 
CARES- ■ 


R Jm 


i 

1' fwl 

jfr i 

3t r l r j 




ALL HE HAS IS 
TfMB TO A 1L l . 


AND SEE WHAT 
FALLS FROM THE SKY. 


‘ ! TO 



i 







\ 



ts Violence 
a magnet? 


WHAT THE HELL 
WAS THAT?! 


A CRASH! 

I SAW THE 
EXPLOSION! 


IT DRAWS 
THEM IN, IT 
DEMANDS AN 
AUDIENCE, 
PARTICIPANTS 
AND VICTIMS. 


WHAT 

HAPPENED?! 


MOVE 

MOVE 


SOMEBODY 
PULLED 
THEM OUT! 




ONE WAV OR 
ANOTHER, 
THEY PL AV 
A ROLE. 


GET THOSE 
PEOPLE,., 
OH GOD! 


•" IT'S ^ 
IMPOSSIBLE! 
WHO DID 
_ THIS? > 


SOME AS 
WITNESSES. 









SOME /IS 
SAVIOR. 


HOW DID 
THEYGET 
^ OUT? 


BUT 

MOSTL Y 
VIOLENCE 
CREA 7ES 
THE DYING. 
THE 

VIOLATED. 
THE DEAD. 


YET, THEY KEEP 
COMING. THEY 
KEEP WATCHING 
DESPITE THE 
HORROR. DESPITE 
THE DOWN- 
TURNED EYES. 


err ~^y 

T 

fiTHS 

gStfi 
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HE IS THE 
ONLY ONE 
WHO SEES 
THE TRUTH 
BEHIND 
THE HE. If 
TOOK HIM A 
L IFE7IME TO 
REALIZE IT, 
BUT HE IS 
VIOLENCE, 


HE WAS BORN INTO RAGE 
TRA IN ED FOR MURDER, 
KILLED BY GREED A NO 
REBORN A T EVIL’S HAND. 


FOR HIM THERE 
IS NO ESCAPE. 


IF VIOLENCE IS 


| A MAGNET. 


... SPAWN IS 
PURE, SEETHING 

IRON. 


COME 
ON l 


OPEN 


GOT THE 
SUM BITCH 
I GOT it; 

. HA! HA' 


IT ALWAYS 
COMES 
LOOKING 
FOR HIM. 










* WHAT IS 
THE HOLD UP, 
GENTLEMEN? 


W CAREFUL >1 

gentlemen. 

I HAVE GONE TO 
GREAT LENGTHS 
TO HAVE THESE 
. CONTENTS _ 

k, REBUILT. el 




iW ^ yeah well^^Ss 

r HE AIN'T HERE, Xs 
AND I DON'T L1KEALL ' 
THAT SECRET CLOAK 
AND DAGGER, ANONY- 
MOUS CRAP HE'S PULLING 
ANYWAY. HOW DC WE . 
V KNOW WE’RE A 

V GETTING PAID? ^ 


~ WE'LL GET ^ 
PAID, I GOT US 
THIS GIG THROUGH 
A GUY I KNOW . 
^ AT- ^ 


r MAYBE t 
NEXT TIME 
WE SHOULD 
TRY THE 
v KEYS? 2 


YEAH,,, iVHOo! ^ 
WHATEVER. MY 
WAV'S BETTER. IT'S 
GOOD FER THE 
.AGGRESSIONS- j 


IF YER ’X- 
r DONE MESSING^ 
AROUND, THE 
BOSS WANTS THIS 
THING UNPACKED 
. BEFORE 
W. TWELVE. A 


i- 


^ S§gfc®i> 

HEY BOSS. sm.’Hr* 

WE WAS JUST Y^OSStfr! 
SETTING IT OPEN >y MS\ ■ 

HERE... SEE... I A 

got it open. "A 

SEE... IT'S "'‘•'S' 

a i WA . ... 

^rr“$ % 


I HAVE 
SQUANDERED 
AWAY MY 
FORTUNES 
FOR THJS 
MOMENT. 






FAR 

TOO 

LONG 


' STAND N 
ASIDE. I WILL 
BE THE FIRSTTO 
. SEE HIM. 






I WILL BE 
THE FIRST TO 
WELCOME THE NEW 
OVERT- KILL BACK 
FROM THE OBLIVION 
V, OF DEATH/ ^ 


I LIVE 

Again/ 


What 
THE ?! 




| ,■ M 

S' : U\ 

Wi 


UF!'.-, 

Fv 










r THERE'S NO 
NEED FOR THAT. 

THEY WORK 
k- _ FOR ME. 


r I JUST \ 
WANT 
TO RUN A 
COUPLE 
OF 

. TESTS. / 


t" 




r EVERY- ^ 
THING 

SEEMS TO BE 
IN WORKING 
. ORDER. ^ 






YOU 
KNOW 
WHO I 
AM? 


^ AND 
YOU KNOW 
WHY YOU'RE 
^ HERE? 


OU 

YEAH 


' GOOD. THEN WE UNDERSTAND^v/ TAKE CARE OF N 
EACH OTHER. I HAVE TAPPED THE IT. I DON’T WANT 

LAST OF MY AVAILABLE RESOURCES TO ANY UNNECESSARY 
REBUILD YOU. ALL I ASK IN RETURN IS DISTRACTIONS. NO . 
COMPLETION OF THE MISSION.., PUBLICITY / 

V EXCUSE ME A MOMENT. . f 


AS I WAS SAYING- 
ALL I ASK IN RETURN IS 
COMPLETION OF THE 
MISSION AND HIS HEAD. 


HIS HEAD? 


HIS HEAD 


^ I'LL TRY, BUT I’M NOT ~ 
PLANNING ON THERE BEING 
MUCH LEFT. WHAT ABOUT 
^ MY FEE? ^ 


YOUR FEE IS YOUR ~ 
FREEDOM. KILL HIM AND 
YOU ARE FREE FROM ALL 
u BINDING CONTRACTS. „ 


r HOW WILL I FIND HIM? 

MY PROGRAM FILES INDICATE 
THAT HIS M.O. HAS CHANGED, 
HE DOES NOT HAUNT THE 
^ ALLEYS AS HE j 

ONCE DIO. 


I HAVE \ 
7 ALWAYS 
FOUND 
THAT IF ONE 
MAKES THE 
RIGHT KIND 
OF NOISE, 
HE CAN SE 
V ATTRACTED, 


'SI I CAN 
rA MAKE 
/' \ NOISE. 





THE ONE AND ONLY- 
NIKKI HANSON SPEAKING 
. WHO'S CALLING? 


IS THIS 
TABLOiQ 
TONIGHT? 


■vr w'TCr--. 

(.CViN 

■ w >: 

r'MsiHv 


roL \ 
7 JEEZ... 1 
LOOK AT 
THAT? 

SORRY... I'VE 
GOT SOME- 
THING HERE 
MISS . 
V NIKKI- / 


w. 

-'ifr 


HANSON 


r miss 

HANSON. \ 

1 GOT \ H ■ 

SOMETHING YOU^" 
THAT YOU'RE KNOW THAT 
. GONNA CRASH THAT 
A WANT. . HAPPENED 


JprV “Jr'S 

KEVI N 
Kt.v irj 
'I M C TiT 


EVERYBODY HAS 
FOOTAGE. . 


•Arts f- ■ 

ww.mw 


I GOT TAPE ^ 
Y OF SOME 
FREAKY DUDE 
WHO DRAGGED 
THOSE PEOPLE 
OUT OF THE WATER 
HE'S SOME KIND 
OF... I DON'T 
KNOW WHAT HE 
A WAS, BUT HE'S . 
A- WEIRD. / 


r OKAY > 
LISTEN. 
YOU GOT MY 
ATTENTION. 
WHERE CAN 
I MEET 
N YOU? > 


A THOUSAND DOLLARS 


/I HEARD'S. 
7 WHAT YOU t 
PAID THAT LADY 
WHO DIDDLED 
THE PREZ. I 
WANT AT LEAST 
THAT MUCH. 
HOW MUCH . 
k WAS THAT ?k 


THEN I WANT 
TWO 

THOUSAND.! 


DEAL. 

WHERE 

ARE 

YOU? 


vi/.Kl 


YOU KNOW WHERE THE ^ 
BLACK CAT CAFE fS? I 
LIVE m THE BUILDING ABOVE 
. IT. APARTMENT 13* v 


AND YOU'LL 
HAVE THE 
. TAPE? 


Y6WRJN 
: Wh/M 
NfYIN 

mem 

lA'RlS / 


IF YOU 
HAVE MY 
MONEY. 


'jjwitf n 


DEAL 


DEAL 




Ar FIRST 
n is just 
A HUM, 

almost 

SOOTHING 
IN ITS 
TONS AND 
RHYTHM. 










FIND THE 
SOURCE OF 
THE AGONY. 
SNUFF IT. 

STOP THE PAIN, 









YOU FELL FOR 
IT. I THINK I UKE 
THIS NEW BODY. 


y' DON'T 
TELL ME YOU'VE 
FORGOTTEN ABOUT 
ME ALREADY?.' I 
GUESS IT'S HARD 
TO KEEP TRACK OF 
EVERYBODY YOU'VE 
V MURDERED! ^ 


HERE'S A 
REMINDER 


r I CAN’T > 
BELIEVE 
I'M GETTING 
PAID FOR 
v THIS! y 


^ AT LAST ! 
FIRST BLOOD 
HOW DOES 
IT FEEL TO 
BE ON THE 
RECEIVING 
V END?! ^ 


WH AT AR E 
YOU DOING.'? 

I CAN'T 
CONTROL MY 
V ARMS! y 


f 

i 


I 

l 

\ 

. » 
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EVERYBODY 
STAY BACK! 
PLEASE STAY 
t BACK! 


somethings 

FIGHTING! TWO 
SOMETHINGS' 
TWO 816 
SOMETHINGS! 


/ CHRIST- 
r WHAT'S 
GOING ON 
IN THERE?' 
CAN'T MAKE 
OUT A 
v GODDAMN 
vY. THING/.' . 


A/£/£R/ 


f TELL- 

mb wmo 

6ENT 
L SOU l j 


NEVER i 







THAT'S 

him: 


' THAT'S 

THE FREAK 
WHO'S 
GONNA 
MAKE ME 
L. RICH' „ 


SPEAK 
OF THE 

devil: 







WiLO 


< WHERE'D > 

vou go? come 

ON' DON'T 
START that 
H fDE-ANO-SFEK 
SPOOKY 

V crap: A 


7M 


HEY, MY 
SHOTGUN'S 
, MlSSiNG! 


WHAT ^ 

THE hell: SO f 5 
^ MINE! 


\NHO. 

^CNT,- 

YOU? 


f COME x 
OUT AND 
FIGHT, YOU 
FREAKIN'' 

^ GHOUL* 


r coiuE^WI 
r OUT AND Y£ 
DIE AT THE Vi 
HANDS Of THF F| 


NEW OVERT- 

v KltU 


Huh? 


AND 
I SAID, 
SCR£W 
YOU?! 


b_f- 




_T 


\ ' 








r ou 

CHRIST/ 
IT S A 
FREAKIN' 
. HEAD/ 




13p<§ 


§mx. 


v/ 0m 

r /(i m 

}m§p. 

in i < 


HJM|| ■ , 

■f fl Irli i 1 
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1 SC/t HEADQUARTERS, a 
LITTLE KNOWN MU ITARY 
WING OF THE USSG LOCATED 
A HAL F MILE BENEATH THE 
UNITED NATIONS BUILDING. , 


E 


J.1EW 

YORK 

CITY. 


L ESS THAN AN HOUR 
AGO, A CYBORG 
ASSASSIN KNOWN 
AS OVERT-HILL 
MA SSA CREDSE VERA L 
DOZEN PATRONS 
AT A POPULAR 
OUTDOOR CAFE. 


SHORTLY 
THEREAFTER, 
OVERT- KILL 
CAME UNDER 
ATTACK BY 
AN UNSEEN 
AGGRESSOR. 


THE UNIDENTIFIED 
AGGRESSOR 
REMAINS AT LARGE. 



■ 



A QUICK MEETING AND A 
COUPLE OF PHONE CALLS TO 
THE POLICE AND NEWSPAPERS 
WILL ENSURE THE STORY REMAINS 
A CONFUSING RUMOR. 


IP HE'S LUCKY, 
HE WILL LIVE TO 
SEE MORNING. 


DON'T 

KNOW 

WHAT 

YOU'RE 

TALKING 

.ABOUT. 


NOW 

GENERAL 

FRANKLIN 

MARDER 

THINKS HE 
CAN GET 
SOME SLEEP 










^ ...made 

DEALS ON 
THE S...SIDE 
DIVERTED 
FUNDS,., 
v H... HE,.. 


r IF X ' 
KNEW I... 
I'D TELL 
YOU. HE'S A 
WANTED 
„ MAN.., . 


jr .i _ ■ 


CZ-'yj'.- 




i. - V 

I J^6i_ 

Jj 



m 





























QUICKER THAN I 
EXPECTED, BUT STILL HE 
COMES, FOLLOWING THE TRAIL 
. LIKE A IAMB TO TWE 

SLAUGHTER. ^ 


y^l'VE TAKEN XI 
r CARE OF THE ' 

11 LOOSE END" AS 
YOU ASKED, SIR- YOU 
WILL FIND THE CRASH 
TAPE WITH YOUR 
^ TICKETS AND > 
PAPERS. 


W I TOYED ^ 
r WITH HIM. 1 
THE WORLD 
WILL CONSUME 
HIM. THERE IS 
NO ROOM FOR 
THE MISCREANT, 
DEAD THING, 

, AMONG THE A 
LIVING,^ 


IT'S AN 
INSPIRED 
PLAN? 

, SIR, 


V after the ~ 

BLAST HE WILL RE 
REVEALED, AND 
HUNTED FOR THE 
.REMAINDER OF 
HiS DAYS. A 


W KNOWING ^ 

r that it was me ' 

WILL DRIVE HIM 
TO THE BRINKOF 

madness. TO BURN 

AGAIN WILL PUSH 
k HIM OVER THE A 
^ EDGE, 





mi 

* 

i ¥1.1 '1 

7 m 

MS} 




THE ' 
POWER IS ON 
EVERYTHING 
IS SET. GOOD 
LUCK- 


/ YOUR Y 

PAYMENT 

HAS BEEN 
DEPOSITED 
INTO YOUR 
ACCOUNT. 1 
SUGGEST YOU 
VACATE THE 
YpREMESISy 











WHY 
ARE TgeJ 

. here? 


Uruvirt.., 
ekr,. A TAPE 
HE SAfD HE 
HAD A 
. TAPE.. 


Of 

WHAT? 


? SOMETH ING 
STRANGE.. SOME- 
THING BIG WITH,. A... 
RED . CAPE,.. AND 
^ CHAINS -. IT WAS YOU 
WASN'T IT? ^ 






/ THE DEAD. TRAGIC 
; / WHISPERS IN THE 
M BACK OF HIS MIND. 





WHY? HE DOES 
HOT KNOW. 


BUT HERB HE tS AGAIN 
AMONG THE DEAD... 

standing in the 

DARKNESS WITH A 
MURDERED SOUL THAT 
HE DOES NOT KNOW. 


YET HE IS 
DRAWN 
TO HIM. 









Murder has a taste, each death 

A DISTINGUISHING HISTORY. JUST 
FOLLOW THE TRAIL OF SORROW AND 
THE STORY UNFOL DS . 


r WHO ' 
KNEW 
ABOUT THg 
OtM? A 


NOBODY. JUST 
ME AND MY 
CAMERAMAN... 
^ WHY? _ 


OKAY.., 
I'll JUST 
STAY 

. HERE.., , 
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1 ossa*- 

.Just Trie 

Two of US- 


IT IS A 

PATTERN THIS 
HELLSPAWN 
KNOWS WELL. 


YOU SOtP OUT 
YOUR PARTNER'S 
IN FOP MANY. ^ 


psis&j 


^5+11; 

A'i:!!! 
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L !KE DQMtNOS, 
ONE EVENT FALLS 
IN TO THE NEXT. 


TUMBLING 

toward 

THE LAST 
IMPACT 


A GASP 
BEFORE 
PAYBACK. 


THE 

FINAL 

FALL. 











STAY 
AWAY 
FROM 
ME ' 


STAY 

AWAY* 


LOCATION 

NOW. 


I ... If- I... 1 ... I... 

IF 1 TELL YOU, W 
WfLL YOU LET 
t ME LIVE 13 


//////< 


J WANT To 6l'/f YOL) 
50M£THlN<S BACK. ^ 








When /tail began, this 

HELLS PAWN WOULD HAVE 
NEVER DONE THIS. 


BUT THIS IS 
NO LONGER 
THE BEGINNING 


HIS STATE HAS 
BROUGHT NEW 
UNDERSTANDING. 


IT IS NOT 
GOOD, 
WHAT 
HE IS. 


NOW... 

HE JUST IS. 


AND HEAVEN HELP 
THOSE WHO CROSS HIM 


BUT IT IS 
NOT AS 
BAD AS 
HE ONCE 
THOUGHT. 


FOR NOW HE KNOWS 
THAT HE IS A FORCE. AN 
ENTITY L IKE NO OTHER- 
HE CAN NOT BE STOPPED. 
HE CAN NOT BE HARNESSED 










HE HA D BUT 
ONE WEAKNESS, 
ONE LIMITATION 
HIS MIND, 

HIS TORTURED 
MEMORY- 


IT HAS BEEN 
LOCKED AWAY 
DEEP, WHERE 
IT NO LONGER 
IMPEDES HIS 
PROGRESS 


/ ’\S' U 


BEAUTIFUL 








FINALLY, AFTER. ALL 
THESE YEARS, WE ARE 
HERE. HE HAS ARRIVED 
THE STAGE IS SET 
FOR PAYBACK. 


THE BUTTON IS 
PRESSED. TWO 
MINUTES TO 
DETONATION. 


SIMMONS 
WILL BURN 
AGAIN. 


THE MAN IN 
THE SHADOWS 
WILL RISE 
FROM THE 
ASHES AGAIN 
AND CLAIM 
HIS PLACE IN 
THE WORLD. 


MANY 
WILL DIE. 
SIMMONS 
WILL BE 

blamed. 


EVERY DROP OF 
BLOOD, EVERY 
SHATTERED LIMB, 
EVERY LIFE LOST, 
WILL BE GLORIOUS 






AL SIMMONS IS DEAD. 


NOW, THERE IS 
ONLY SPAWN. 











Heuo ^ 
JA^OM. L0N6 
. TIME- . 


SIMMONS! 
HOW DID 
YOU GET IN 
HERE? 1 , 






T,„ THIS 
PLACE IS 
WIRED TO 
BLOW... ANY 
SECOND,.. 


/ YOU \ 
f FORGET ’ 
WHO I 
DSEPT om 
JA5 OfJ. YOU 
CAN FOOL 

MeoHte- 

t HOT , 
VTWI Ct.J 


/ SO WHAT X 
/ NOW? MORE \ 
THREATS? ANOTHER 
ULTIMATUM? I'VE 
HEARD IT ALL FROM YOU 
BEFORE, SIMMONS. 

, POOR YOU. POOR AL, 
\ POOR AL AND / 
X WANDA' X 


WELL? 


r SAY 
SOMETHING ’ 
YOU PATHETIC 
GRUNT.' YOU 
RIDICULOUS 
FREAK' SAY 
SOMETHING.., 

. PAWN! A 


r JUST TURN X 
AROUND AND LEAVEX 
GET OUT. I'LL DEAL \ 
WITH YOU ANOTHER \ 
TIME, ANOTHER WAY. 
I'LL EXPOSE YOU TO THE 
WORLD. THAT'S WHAT 
YOU'RE AFRAID OF, 
ISN'T IT? LIVING AMONG 
THE LIVING? WHAT 
WOULD THEY DO IF THEY 
KNEW A CREATURE LIKE 
YOU WALKED IN THEIR ; 
MIDST? THEY WOULD / 
HUNT YOU DOWN. / 
THEY WOULD / 

_ TORMENT YOU. / 


^ IS THIS WHERE ^ 
YOU TELL ME YOU'LL 
BE BACK? YOU'LL BE 
. WATCHING ME? v 


x PUT ME X 
~ DOWN THIS N 
INSTANT, SIMMONSi 
THAT'S AN ORDER? I 
AM YOUR SUPERIOR! 
, PUT ME, j 

x downs y 


I'M 

rs ron 

Al. 







J/wM/f/M 


BUT A SCAR ON 
THE MIND CAN 
LAST FOREVER 







4fter all these 

YEARS, THE 
HELLSPAWN STILL 
LEARNS NEW 
THINGS ABOUT 
HIS POWERS, 
BOTH PHYSICAL.,, 


AND MENTAL 


TH/S IS BETTER 
THAN KILLING HIM 


THIS IS 

PERMANENT 

AGONY. 


PERMANENT 

AND 

ABSOLUTE 
LOSS OP 
POWER. 






JUS 1 A 
LITTLE GIFT 
FROM THE 
MAN YOU 
SENT TO 
HELL. 


r CALM ~ 
DOWN, MAN! 
EVERYTHING'S 
GOING TO BE 
. ALL RIGHT.' j 


all ^ 

r RIGHT?! ^ 
THERE'S NOT A 
SCRATCH ON HIM 
WHAT THE 
HELL'S HE 
k SCREAMING . 
LK ABOUT R y 


A LITTLE 
PIECE 
OF HIS 
MIND. 


...NOT A 
SCRATCH 
ON HIM.,. 






IT’S ALL IN YOUR MIND. 


OPEN 

YOUR EYES, 
JASON. 









HE FEARS BEING 
KNOWN. BEING SEEN, 
DESPISED, HATED 
AND HUNTED. 



FROM THIS DAY ON, 
IT CHANGES. 


W NO MORE HIDING 
Q THE HELLSPAWN 
^ WELCOMES THE WORLD 


BRING 
IT ON. 











mm 

I I i ?v 

m 

mH 


V . 

^ 91 \ i 

B 

^ o' ■ 1 






The moon washes 

SILVER OVER THE 
SULFER- YELLOW 
LIGHTS OF THE CITY. 
IT CASTS FAINT 
HAL OS A GA INST ICE 
CRYSTALS HIGH IN 
THE ATMOSPHERE. 


WHAT 
WE GOT 
HERF? 


r BUNCHA ^ 
GUNS.., PIRATE t 
CELL PHONES... 
WHAT'S THIS? 
ONE OF THOSE 
PALM COMPUTER 
THING I ES? SISTER 

Gave me one At . 
VCHRISTMAS- S 


IT STIRS THE TIDES, 
QUICKENS THE BLOOD, 


' NEVER 
COULD GET 
THE BASTARD 
. TO WORK. 


r VERY ' 
HOT. 

VERY SEXY. 
WALL 
STREET, 

, YES? j 










AND SOMETHING 
for the KIDS.,, a 
GREAT BfG PILE QF 
SCHEDULE ONE 
v NARCOTICS 


^ ask 

YOUR 

friend 

right; 


r N O, I'LL ^ 
JU$T TAKE YOUR 
WORD FOR IT, BUT 
I DO HAVE A 
QUESTION 
^ FOR YOLL. J 


GOOD- 

p^rygood 

ASK MY 
. FRIEND, 


JUST HOW 
G ODD AWN 

siupro 

ARB YOU 

„ PEOPLE? 


^ s LTm./nhb 


WHAT 7 ^ 

WHAT rs PROBLEM^ 
WE MAKE GOOD 
^ DEAL ! <■ 


^ YOU WANNA 

SELL something. 

YOU WANNA BUY SOME- 
THING, YOU WANNA TAKE 
A GODDAMN DUMP, YOU 
GOTTA GET PERMISSION 
^ FIRST, CLEAR? ^ 


r YOU'RE TRYING ^ 
TO SELL THIS CRAP TO 
US? ON OUR TURF? DO 
YOU HAVE ANY IDEA 
WHO WE ARE? 


S' A VERY 
EXPENSIVE 
COUNTRY. AND 
IT BELONGS 
V TO US. , 


r YES, YES. v 

WE KNOW THAT, SEE TV, V\. 

GOOD FAH- LOWS. B ADA- k\ vZ\ .Vo 
BING ! THE BE EG POOS IE , 

- SO WHAT? SO WHAT?! 

njHW YOU RUSSIAN- \ 

f7“7 ARMENIAN- WHATEVER - 

K £§# THE- HELL -YOU- ARE-A- HOLES 

Mgl»Ksi THINK YOU CAN SET UP5HOP 
WHEREVER YOU PLEASE? 

NO GODDAMN' / 

‘JHf WAY J _ Z 


IS AMERICA l 
FREE COUNTRY 


no: free 

COUNTRY f 


THIS 
IS OUR 

CITY,., 


jSjf 

► .■ 

'^"i 

r-_ 

1 * '/ 1 

1 

J 

1 












HEY, , 
RETARD' 
NO ONE 
INVITED 
YOU' 


SON 
OF A 

bitch 





TONIGHT 
IS THE 
NIGHT 
Of THE 
HUNTER. 




■ , , j 








THE FIRST OF 
MAN Y SUCH NIGHTS. 


tT SS WRITTEN ON THE 
MOON. IT fS SCENTED 
IN THE BLOOD. 


THE TIME HAS COME 











ITS JAGGS P 
SKYLINE A 
MONUMENT 
TO HUBRIS. 


FOR THE 
GLORY OF THE 

KINGDOM. 


ITS STREETS 
ARE CHOKED 
WITH 

FOOLS AND 
COWARDS AND 
SCOUNDREL S. 


WHEN THE SKY RAINS 
VENGEANCE AND THE 
BLOOD OF THE 
WICKED FLOWS... 


BUT THERE 
SHALL COME 
A RECKONING... 















RELAX. IT'S A JOKE 


f A JOKE, >> 
IS IT? WELL, N 
MAYBE YOU 
HEARD THIS ONE: 

A HALF-DOZEN 
INBRED DIP-WADS 
WALK INTO A A 
“s. BAR... j4 '' 


/ C'MON, ^ 
THIS IS A 
PRETZEL BOWL, 
NOT A SPITTOON 
WHAT'5 WRONG 
WITH YOU 
V ANIMALS? > 


teijii'srii 

::=1: : \ ! »KS 


CALM DOWN. ' 
IT'S NOT LIKE 
ANYONE EVER 
EATS THAT STALE 
^ 01' CRAP, j 


HEY, UNCLE 
RUDY WOULD 
LOVE TO SHUT 
ME DOWN, IF 
YOU HADN'T 
^ HEARD, v 


6^ GOT THE ^ 

r HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
BREATHING DOWN MY 
NECK, GOT THE LIQUOR 
. BOARD SNOOPING 
PW. AROUND. ^ 


r YOU X: 
r LOSERS'LL 
HAVE TO FIND 
SOMEWHERE 
ELSE TO BLOW 
YOUR WELFARE 
YOU AIN'T 
V CAREFUL... , 


f HELLO, 
WOLFRAM? 
IS THIS 
WHERE 
YOU'VE BEEN 
HIDING 
L YOURSELF? 


WHAT? 


S- SIMON? 


RATHER i 
DREARY PLACE 
YOU'VE FOUND. 

1 DARESAY YOU'VE 
SEEN BETTER , 
V DAYS. y* 


MAY 














y" DO WHAT X</ff 5 

' YOU PLEASE. I ^1/ I"’", it \v 

DON'T CARE... THE if! I \ I] \j 

PACK OF YOU ... MAD J \ 'I ! 

AS MAGPIES, 1 WANT r' 

NOTHING TO DO WITH / 1 WARNED N 
V YOU. I TOLD YOU /THE COUNCIL 
THAT. ABOUT YOU, 

7/^ T tm , -rTT7 ABOUT YOUR KIND. 
‘*&x2mMI " THEHE'S NOROOM 

v. mjmml ) \ por rogues, for 

■:/; '£' \ FENCE SITTERS. 

• ' /Pl«L i[ " A YOU'VE PROVED 
y - ■•'Ai, . . V ME RIGHT. / 


r B EASTS ^ 
LIKE YOU. OUT 
FOR YOUR OWN 
APPETITES. 
YOU HAVE NO 
V CODE- ^ 


y HELL X 
' WITH YOUR N 
CODE. THINGS 
HAVE CHANGED, 
BOYO. DIFFERENT 
GAM E NOW, OR 
HAVEN'T YOU . 
V heard? J 


NO. THE' 
f STAKES MAY 
HAVE CHANGED 
BUT THE 
l GAME'S STILL 
the SAME. . 


” SO R RY, 
WOLFRAM. 
I'M AFRAID 
THAT'S NOT 
GOING TO 
k HAPPEN. 


1 Y SO X 
Y YOU'RE THE 1 
BIG MAN 
NOW, ARE YOU? 
SIMON PURS. 
THE HIGH AND 
MIGHTY. YOU 
AND YOUR 
k MAD 
VSCHEMES.J 

f IT'S ALl'tI 
' GOING TO 1 
BLOW UP IN 1 
YOUR FACE, j 
v THAT'S A A 
\ FACT. S* 
/S* — y 15 
it? 


f IT IS. N 
AND 
WHEN IT 
DOES, I'M 
GOING TO 
HAVE 
MYSELF 
QUITE A 
v LAUGH... 


jfil 
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HEY, BUDDY- 
I'M CLOSING W 
UP HERE. } 
EVERYONE jffiS, 
^ OUT ! 4gg 
' — , GO 

' SLEEP IT 
OFF IN THE 
GUTTER. 




D JA 
HEAR 
ME? 


HEY, 

LOSER, I'M 

talking 
t TO YOU. 




c'Mon! 















WHAT DO 
YOU THfNK? 


r X THINKS 
WE JUST 
WALKED INTO 
THE LAST 
REEL OF 
"RESERVOIR 
V DOGS." y 


r so what 

KffsfD OF 
BULLET 
DOES A 
ISO- DEGREE 
TURN IN 
t MfD-AlR? 


CARTOON 

BULLETS? 






■ «fi 




. J 




NOTICE 

ANYTHING 

STRANGE? 


BESIDES ’ 
WALL-TO-WALL 
CORPSES? 


W~ ALL THE ^ 
~ CARTRIDGE ~ 
SHELLS ARE ON 
THIS SIDE OF THE 
ROOM. SO ARE ALL 
THE BULLETS. NOT 
TO MENTION 
l THE DEAD . 
k. BODIES. A 



WHAT? NOT^ 
NO, I'M ON A 1 
SCENE. TELL 
HER --TELL A 

^ ERI ' U -^ 

is WHAT?^ 

Y EMERGENCY? 

YOU'RE SURE? 

L OKAY, OKAY, 

VPUT HERON. . 


' HELEN? 'H 
HELEN, I'M RIGHT 
IN THE MIDDLE OF- 
WHAT? WAIT. CALM 

.DOWN. WHAT,,.? > 








THEY'RE 
COM (NO TOO 
FAST. YOU'LL 
. NEVER-- 


DUDE, 
YOU'RE SO 
TOAST. 


r WHERE'D 
YOU 

LEARN TO 
SHOOT LIKE 
V TH AT? . 


I'M A 
NATURAL 
RUNS 
IN THE 
FAMILY. 


" NOT 
BAD. 
YOU'RE 
ALMOST 
AS 6 OOP 
, AS ME. 


I'M GONNA 
GO GET A 
POP. BE 
BACK IN A 
.minute. . 


WELL 

I'M 

OUT. 


I LL SE 

RIGHT 

HERE. 


ilflllt. 
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WELL, 
AREN'T 
YOU A 
GOOD 
SPORT? 


T yeAH. 

I MEAN, 
YKNOW, IT 
WAS KINDA 

. WORTH 

W IT. > 


NO THANKS 
MY BODY'S A 
V. TEMPLE. 


YEAH. TM 
TRYING 
TO QUIT, 
MYSELF. . 


WHAT MAKES 
YOU THINK 
I'M STILL IN 
SCHOOL? 


SO HOW ^ 
COME YOU'RE 
NOT IN SCHOOL? 


COULD 

BE. 


K Ok, RIGHT. , 
LET ME GUESS. 

YOU'RE A 
ZILLIONAIRE GAME 
DESIGNER OUT 
RESEARCHING THE 
L. COMPETITOR. A 


HnK? 

I MEAN, kH., 

HEY. 


DIDN'T 
Mean TO 
SPOOK YOU 
SORRY IF I 
GOT YOU 
KILLED. 

NAH.' 

IT'S 
COOL. 


INSIST 1 

N\ h 








YEAH. A 
K1NDA. 
HOW'D YOU 
. KNOW? , 


r SORRY, 
HON. NOT 
A CHANCE 
YOU DROP 
V OUT? 


I'M A DARN 
FINE JUDGE OF 
CHARACTER, 


r SO WHAT ^ 
ABOUT YOU? 

YOU DROP 
l OUT TOO? „ 


^ME? NO. I'M 

EMANCIPATED 


/ I TOLD YOU. ^ 

^ \I'M A FINE 
HOW'D 1 JUDGE OF 
YOU-? } CHARACTER . IT'S 

■s^ ■-'OKAY, I KNOW 

f\ HOW IT IS. SO, 

»l / \ WHAT WAS IT? , 
I1W\ FATHER / 
Vv^sCHEATlNG? / 

nah <\\ 

/ NOTHING LIKE \ \ l 
/ THAT. HIS JOB \ \ 1 
f MOSTLY, I GUESS. \ I 
MOM THOUGHT ! 

1 HE TOOK IT TOO I 
\ SERIOUSLY, } 1 

\ NEVER SPENT / ' 

\ ENOUGH TIME / 

\ With us. / 11 


T COOL . ^ 

MY FOLKS 
WOULD NEVER 
LET ME DO 
V THAT, a 


r WHEN DID 
THEY SPLIT UP, 
YOUR FOLKS? 

SIX MONTHS AGO, 
v A YEAR? A 


^ SO OF 
COURSE NOW 
SHE DOESN'T LET 
US SEE HIM 
\ AT ALL. 


/LET ME 
GUESS. HOT N 

"'■'"SHOT LAWYER 

OR SOME WALL STREET 
TYPE? TOO BUSY CHASING 
THE ALMIGHTY DOLLAR 
_ TO CUDDLE THE A 
KIDS? 


NOPE. 
CHECK 
THIS.., HE 
A COP. 
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If/' I DON'T 'V 
f THINK > 
I'M BEING 
UNREASONABLE 
HERE. IS IT TOO 
MUCH TO ASK? NOT 
TO WAIT AN ENTIRE 
. GODDAMN WEEK 
\ TO PICK UP THE / 
X PHONE? S' 


' WHAT IS ’ 
SHE THINKING 
NOT TELLING 
ME? JESUS, I 
HAVE A RtGHT 
k. TO KNOW. . 


NOPE 


WOMEN 


W THIS \\ 

" WOULD NEVER ” 
HAVE HAPPENED 
IF SHE HADN'T 
BEEN SO... CHRIST! 
I SWEAR IF ANY- 
THING HAPPENS, 
vYOU KNOW WHAT . 
SL I MEAN? A 


"NOPE. " 
DON’T 
YOU HAVE 
ANYTHING 
USEFUL TO 
^ SAY? . 


yeah: 
1 SAID, 
WOMEN 


X YOU'RE A ~ 
SAGE, SAM. ANY- 
ONE EVER TELL YOU 
THAT? THE BUDDHA 
OF THE OUTER 
^ BOROUGHS. . 


LISTEN, 
TWITCH. I'M 
SURE IT'S ALL 
GONNA BE 
OKAY . 


Sigh- 
t'S ALL 
GONNA be 
OKAY. . 
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W CHECK ^ 
IT OUT. THIS N 
MANEUVER HAS Am 
S' POINT DEGREE OF 
DIFFICULTY, THAT 
GOLD MEDALS 
^ MINE, SUCKASJ > 


CAN I 
ASK YOU 
SOME- 
THING? 


SHOOT 


/ THIS IS X 
GOING TO 
SOUND DUMB, 
HUT DO YOU 
EVER, I DON'T 
KNOW,.. DO 
YOU EVER GET 
SCARED ABOUT 
, GROWING , 
V UP? / 


ME? \ l 
NEVER. W 


S I DO. 1 \ 
' MEAN, I'M 
NOT SURE I 
UNDERSTAND 
THE POINT. 
GROW UP, GET 
A JOB, BE 
Y MISERABLE., 


/ FIND SOME- 
ONE TO MARRY, 
SETTLE DOWN AND 
MAKE THEM MISER- 
ABLE. THOUGHT 
► NEVER BOTHERS , 
-V. YOU? 


NO. BUT I UNDERSTAND 
WHAT YOU MEAN. 


r I WISH ^ 
THERE WAS 
SOME WAY YOU 
COULD STAY YOUNG 
V FOREVER ■ > 
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X REMEMBER \ 
WHEN YOU WERE \ 
LITTLE? WHEN SCHOOL 
GOT OUT FOR THE 
SUMMER? THREE 
WHOLE MONTHS. IT 
. SEEMED LIKE 
\ FOREVER. 


, FELT LIKE X 
ANYTHING 
COULD HAPPEN 
AND THE GOOD 
TIMES WOULD 
NEVER END. I 
WISH I COULD 
FEEL LIKE THAT 
L. AGAIN. A 



" WHEN 
I WAS A 
CHILD, I 
THOUGHT 
AS A 

.CHILD,,," 


W' HEY, ^ 

LISTEN, 50RRY 
TO GET ALL 
''DAWSON'S CREEK 
ON YOU. YOU'RE 
JUST REALLY EASY 
. TO TALK TO, IS . 
V ALL. X? 


HEY, NO ^ 
PROBLEM. 
CHECK OUT THIS 
.DISMOUNT. . 







WHOA! 

DAMN 

THAT'S 

FAR. 


V and "V\ / fffiA 
she sticks \ P immnfy 
THE LANDING! 1 

THE CROWD S* 

. GOES , I TELL ^ 
\ WILD, / YOL|, I OUGHT 
— rfl TO BE A 

1 fli K SUPER - 
1/ If 1 K HERO. A 


f SO H mU; ^ 

do you 

HAVE TO BE 
GETTING 
HOME OR 
Any- 

l THING? v 


NOPE 

YOU? 


T REALLY DON'T ^ 
r GO HOME 
ANYMORE. JUST 
L KIN DA, YOU KNOW, 
^ ROUGHING a 
IT. ^ 


r HEY ^ 
LOOK. 
IT'S DARK 
ALREADY. 


wow. 

HOW LONG VE 
WE BEEN 

L talking? 


^ vf ALL DAY 
X GUESS 


r YOU KNOW, \ 
WE'VE BEEN 
CHATTENG ALL 
THfS TJME, AND 
I HAVEN'T EVEN 
TOLD YOU MY 
k NAME... J 


■ 
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I'M 

DAWN 


MAXIMILLIAN 
WILLIAMS 
THE FOURTH. 


YOU CAN 
CALL ME 
MAX. 
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WHAT 
ARE YOU 
DOING, 

. SAM? 


^ 9AM? X yy 

WHAT ARE \ 

YOU”? DON'T X NO. 

BE AN IDIOT, /HANG ON.,, N 
v SAM, yiHrSSSGOOD. 

THIS IS GOOD,,, 
l THIS IS GOING 
\TO WORK. JUST 
V WAIT,, y 




r THIS ^ 
WAS A SAD 
IDEA, HE WON'T 
t SHOW UP., A 


¥ YEAH ? WELL, ^ 
I W MAYBE YOU 
If shouldnatold 
|| HIM TO F-OFF THE 
IV LAST TIME WE 

SAW HIM. ^ 

WHAT DID mppXl^ 
YOU SAY? pMJP - 
J TOLD Fw 

w F-OFF? / 


^ YOU. ME A 
WHAT'S THE 
DIFFERENCE? 
BESIDES, 
THIS IS 
GOING TO . 
V WORK* J 


NO, WE 
SHOULD GO. 
WE SHOULD JUST 
6Q r HE'S NOT 
V SHOWING UR j 


T DON'T 
EVEN 
KNOW 
WHAT 
MADE ME 
THINK.,, , 
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^ relax, 

WOULDJA. ITS 
JUST A JOKE. TRY r NA 
CHEER YOU UP A 
v UTtLE, OKAY? > 


IT'S MGT 
FUNNY. 


COME ON 
|T f S A 

IfTTLB 

* FUNNY, 


voiJ»* 

YOU 

to *>u 

. Mg? j 


r THIS 1 
WILL 

WORK, I'M 
TELL1N' 

V YA. J 


what 

A CLEVER 
BOY YOU 
. ARE.. . 




<4 

* 

. /. 


* 

W ^ 

J/f/ 

9 

WMMm 










I'M SORRY. 

spawn. 

OF COURSE. 


4 PAWN 


FIT'S BEEN..* 
' IT'S BEEN A 
WHILE. I 
THINK I HALF 
BELIEVED THAT 
WE IMAGINED 
YOU. BUT,., 
YOU' RE 
DIFFERENT. 

YOU'VE i 

VC HANGED. A 


r eve*Y- > 

YHINS 

CHANGES. YOU 
WISHED To SEE 
K ME, WHY? j 


I'M 

SORRY? 


T JESUS , 1 
I'M 

SORRY. 
JUST GIVE 
ME A 

k SEC, . 


TWITCH? 


Simmons 

NO LONGER 
JUST 

3 PAWN. . 


MR. 

SIMMONS 


IT'S,.. ” 
WELL, 
IT'S ABOUT 
MY 

SON. j 








DUDE. 
LISTEN 
TO ME. I'M 
SERIOUS. 


r THEY WERE ^ 
AT MY HOUSE, 
ASKING ALL KINDS 
^ OF QUESTIONS . 


I BET, SO 
WHAT DID YOU 
t TELL THEM? 


/ THE t 
TRUTH. THAT 
YOU FLAKED 
ON ME AT THE 
ARCADE AND 
I HAVEN'T 
. SEEN YOU 
\ SINCE. K 


YEAH? 

SO 

WHAT? 


X so \ 

/ WHAT? 1 \ 

r YOUR DAD S ' 
A FRIGGIN’ 
COP. HOW'S 
THAT FOR A 
START? HE'S 
GOT THE WHOL E 
FORCE 

V LOOKING J 
\ FOR YOU . M 


LOOK, \ 
/ MAX, I KNOW \ 
/ IT HASN'T BEEN TOO 

/ cool Since tour dad 

\ SPLIT, BUT DUDE, 

\ THEY'RE GETTING 
\ SERIOUSLY > 
WORRIED. 

^ I'M - — 

GONNA HAVE \ 

TO TELL EM ) 
SOMETHING./ 


)K YOU X 
/ SHOULDA HEARD 
THEM: WHERE VE 
YOU BEEN? WHEN 
DIO I LAST SEE YOU 
WHERE ARE YOU 
STAYING? MY 
L PARENTS FULLY 
fcv FREAKED. ^ 


1 MEAN CAN'T YOU 
Wf CALL YOUR MOM AND 
W JUST TELL HER YOU'RE 
K OKAY? CALL WHEN > 
I SHE'S AT WORK 
■ AND LEAVE A I — -X 

l message if r •%? - 

A YOU DON'T / 
y WANT TO " 

▼\ SPEAK TO At fJSI'"- 
HER... 


MAX. 
ARE YOU 
LISTENING 
TOME? 







THEY 

CAN GO TO 

HELL, 


niinc TJ 

C f MON. y^Y'KNOW^O 

_XWHAT EDDIE? \ 

Iff TELL 'EM WHA7- 

y/M ever you want, it 

DOESN'T MATTER, 
■ jj MY DAD CAN HtRE 
T GOD HIMSELF TO 
/ **A TOOK FOR ME, HE 
A|N ' T GONNA j 
KG FIND ME, 


W TELL ^ 
f EM I WAS 
ABDUCTED 
BY AL fENS, 
TELL L EM I 
JOINED A 
L CULT* A 


r HEY 
LITTLE BOY, 
WHERE 
ARE YOU 

wandering 

^ OFF TO? 


r HEY, ^ 
WHERERE 
YOU GOING? 
I THOUGHT 
WE HAD A 
L DATE? A 




BETTER 
YET, TELL 
THEM I'M 

dead. 


r YEAH. ^ 
SO DID 1 
I, LOOKS 
LIKE YOU'RE 
BUSY j 
.THOUGH. J 


DAWN? 
HOW DID- 
FORGET 

V IT. 
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DON'T BE ^ 
” ~ STUPID, 

WHAT? TALK TO ME ,J 
COME ON, 

MAX. 




HIS NAME 
IS LUCAS, 
AND HE'S 
A FRIEND. 
A FRIEND. 
THATS ALL. 


TONIGHT'S KIND 
Of A BIG NI3HT FOR 
HIM. HE'S GETTING ... 

promoted , kinda. 

WAS JUST WISHING 
HIM LUCK 



V MAX 
MAX. MAX. . MAX 


ALL RIGHT.^ 
MAYBE I 
OVERREACTED 
v SORRY. . 


^ THAT'S ^ 
BETTER, COME 
ON. I GOT 

Something i 

WANT TO SHOW 
Si. YOU. A 


YOU 

KNOW, I 
DIDN'T REALIZE 
YOU WERE SO 
SENSITIVE. IT MAKES 
ME ALL WARM AND 
FUZZY INSIDE. SO 
WHAT YOU SAY, 

MAX? 

MAX... 







I 1 



Spawn gazes 

INTO THE NIGHT. 


PAIN... SUFFERING... 
HATE... IT ALL ECHOES 
OFF THE CITY WALLS, 
DRIFTS THROUGH HIM 


HIS AWARENESS 
BLEEDS OUT THROUGH 
THE SHADOWS... 


IT BENDS AROUND 
CORNERS , SLIPS 
UNDER DOORS... 
WATCHING... 

LISTENING... 


T 
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SOMETHING 

DEADLY, 


£ a> wp 


SPAWN 
GAZES 
INTO THE 
NIGHT : 


AND 

THE 

night 

GAZES 

BACK. 


'.rsi'isv *«' * 


^iVD SOME- 
THING ELSE, 
SOMETHING 
HE CAN'T 
DEFINE. 


A FAINT BLUR 
ON THE EDGE 
OF HiS VISION. 


SOMETHING 
HIDDEN 
FROM HIM. 




















SOMEONE WHO CAN ^ 
BE YOUR FRIEND TOO- SOMEONE 
TO HELP YOU WHEN YOU THINK ALL 
IS LOST. SOMEONE WHO WILL 

love you no matter 

WHAT 


BROTHERS \ 
r AND SISTERS. I ' 
BRING YOU THE GOOD 
NEWS. I WANT TO TELL 
YOU ABOUT SOMEONE, 
ABOUT A CLOSE, 
k PERSONAL FRIEND . 

OF MINE. >1 


ANYONE 

W CAN LOVE YOU ^ 
WHEN YOU'RE GOOD. 1 
BUT WHAT ABOUT WHEN 
YOU'RE WEAK? WHEN 
YOU RE FLAWED? 

, WHEN YOU' RE SO A 
k VERY, VERY / 

r\. bad?: ^ Y 


TALKING ABOUT 
r SOMEONE WHO WON'T 
JUDGE YOU. WHO WON'T 
LOOK DOWN ON YOUR 
. DREAMS AND 
AMBITIONS. 


^SOMEONE 
r WHO DOESN'T Y| 
ASK YOU TO 
APOLOGIZE FOR 
YOUR NATURAL 
DESIRES. IF YOU 
WANT TO BE RICH 
AND POWERFUL, 
THEN YOU SHALL 
l BE RICH AND A 
V POWERFUL. A 


LET ' 
THE SPIRIT 
MOVE YOU, 
FRIEND. _ 


r OR, I'VE 
GOT YOUR 
ATTENTION 
NOW, HAVE 


A HE DOESN'T 
WANT YOU TO N 
SUFFER. HE WANTS 
YOU TO BE HAPPY- 

offer up your soul 

TO HIM AND HE SHALL 
GLADLY GIVE YOU 4 

V THE WORLD. 


r TELL IT, 
BROTHER ab 
LET THE 
TRUTH BE 
k KNOWN. 


^ YOUR EVERY WISH SHALL 
BE GRANTED, YOUR EVERY DESIRE 
FULFILLED, SO POWERFUL IS HE, SO 
w BOUNDLESS (S HIS GLORY... j 


r OF COURSE, 

I AM TALKING 
ABOUT OUR 
k DEAR LORD... 
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^ GO AHEAD. RUN ^ 
OFF, IF YOU MUST. BUT 
REMEMBER CHILDREN, 
SATAN LOVES YOU. AND 
HE'S NOT EVEN ASKING 
Sw YOU TO BE GOODS v 


r 1 JUST ^ 
LOVE 
MESSING 
WITH THOR 
TINY LITTLE 
l MINDS. , 


n 
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Behold the man 


pathetic 

THING. A 
WALKING 
COLLECTION 
OF MEMORIES 
THAT THINKS 
IT H AS A 
PURPOSE. 


STILL, HE'LL 
MAKE GOOD 
SPORT. 


fit Mff i; m[ ■ 11', v 

mm I R|.\ ; 

( ] '■!}( M 

W fit ft 

=M , 

r it U 11 1 










HE'S FASTER 
THAN I'D HAVE 
THOUGHT- 


BUT NOT 
FAST 
ENOUGH, 


^ THE NfGHT 
OF CLEANSING 
APPROACHES, BEAST 
YOUR HOURS ON 
THIS EARTH ARE 
V numbered, 
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AND I 

HAVE SEEN 
THE LIGHT. 


^ THE \ 

CHILDREN OP \ 
THE KING DO Hi 
ARE ON THE RISE. 
YOU MAY CONSIDER 
THIS A j 
V WARNING ./ 


I AM 
CALLED 
SIMON. 


/ I HAVE \ 
OTHER 
LABORS 

to Attend 

TO. BUT WE 
SHALL 
MEET 

l again, i 



















AMEN 


r\,. MAY THE > 
ALMIGHTY 
CLEANSE US OF 
OUR SINS, AND 
THROUGH THE 
SACRIFICE WE 
V CELEBRATE.., „ 


r MAKE us 
WORTHY TO SIT 
AT HIS TABLE IN 

HIS HEAVENLY 
< KINGDOM. 


BRINS 
FORTH THE 
INITIATE. 


BROTHER 
LUCAS, DO 
YOU COME 
TO US 
.FREELY? 


V LORD, I 
KNOW I AM X 
NOT WORTHY 
TO RECEIVE 
YOU, BUT ONLY 
SAY THE 
WORD AND I 
. SHALL BE 1 
L HEALED. A 


V I CONFESS X' 
TO ALMIGHTY ' 
GOD, ANDTOYOU, 
MY BROTHERS AND 
SISTERS, THAT I 
HAVE SINNED 
THROUGH MY i 
N OWN FAULT... M 


r IN MY T 
THOUGHTS 
AND IN MY 
WORDS, IN 
WHAT I HAVE 
DONE, AND IN 
WHAT I HAVE 
. FAILED 

TO DO, A 


f MAY GOD 
ALMIGHTY HAVE 
MERCY ON US, 
FORGIVE US OUR 
SINS AND BRING 
US JO LIFE EVER- 
v LASTING. A 
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r th e 
r LORD TOOK ’ 
THE CUP AND 
GAVE IT TO HIS 
DISCIPLES- 

again he 

GAVE THEM 
THANK5 AND , 
K PRAISE. / 


"TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU 
AND DRINK FROM IT... 




"THIS IS THE CUP 


OF MY BLOOD... 

v THE BLOOD OF THE NEW AND 
EVERLASTING COVENANT... 


" IT has BEEN shed for you so that sins 

MAY BE FORGIVEN... 



MEMORY OF ME... 


FOR THINE IS THE KINGDOM AND THE POWER AND THE GLORY... 


FOREVER AND EVER. 









THIS IS COOL. 
HOW'D YOU 
KNOW ABOUT 
THIS PLACE? 


"THE 
KINGDOM 
OF HEAVEN IS 
SPREAD UPON 
THE EARTH, YET 
MEN DO NOT 
L. SEE IT, " y4 


< GOD, I NEVER > 
REALIZED HOW 
BEAUTIFUL THE CITY 
COULD SE. THIS IS 
V AMAZING. / 


5% / i just ^ 

? 7 NEVER ' 
df FELT LIKE I 
M COULD TRUST 
SJ ANYONE 8E- 
1 FORE. I MEAN 
A COMPLETELY 
\ TRUST / 
\ THEM. / 


7 SORRY , 
I GOT SO 
WEIRDED 
OUT EARLIER 
IT $ JUST,,. 

I DON'T 

v know, y 


YOU KNOW ' 
WHAT I MEAN? 


WHAT? 


SO YOU 
TRUST ME? 


YEAH 
I DO. 


~ GOOD, 
•CAUSE 
THERE'S 
SOMETHING I 
WANT TO TELL 
k. YOU. > 


WHAT? 


r WHAT t 
IS IT? 
YOU CAN 
TELL 

< ME . A 


IT S A 
SECRET. 

A S/<? 

SBCfteT. 
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r HEY, AB. 

how Much 

DO YOU 
FIGURE we 
HAULED IN 

. tonight? 


r I OUNNO. 

WHO CARES? 
WHAT DO WE NEED 
MONEY FOR 
ANYWAY? ^ 


JUST 
CURIOUS 
IS ALL. 


WHAT \ 1 

TIME | l - 
IS IT ? \cr 

— 'about' 

'I MIDNIGHT, 
1 I GUESS- 
EV WHY? . 


f IF T 

YOU SAY 
SO. HEY 
ZAB... DID 
YOU LEAVE 
THE DOOR 
l OPEN? . 


AOIZIE'S 1 
ON 

"BEHIND 
THE MUSIC 
AGAIN. I 
WANTED 
.TO CATCH 


NO. 

WHY? 


W HOW X 
W MANY Y 
' TIMES YOU 
NEED TO SEE 
THAT FRF AKIN 
SHOW? PALE 
BLOATED 
BUFFOON. I 
SEEN BUNNY 
BABBITS 
L SCARIER 
Xthan H1M.J 


5HUDDUP 
OZZIE'S 
_ COOL. 
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/I DON'T MEANX 
SOME KIND OF 
"UNIVERSAL SOUL" 
OR "COLLECTIVE LOVE 
FORCE. " I MEAN A 
RFAL, LITERAL OLD 
V TESTAMENT GOD S 


/ THE KIND < 
OF FAIRYTALE, 
BIG DADDY GOD 
THEY TEACH YOU 
ABOUT IN SUNDAY 

V school, y 


YEAH. 
YEAH, 
I GUESS 
I DO. 


DO YOU 
BELIEVE 
IN GOD, 
SAM? 


^AFTERTHE NUNS^ 
WHACK YOU ENOUGH 
TIMES WITH ARULER, 
IT'S KINDA HARD NOT 
TO BELIEVE. , 


/ BESIDES, X 
WE'VE BOTH 
SEEN ENOUGH TO 
KNOW "THERE'S 
MORE THINGSON 
HEAVEN AND 
EARTH," BLAH 
N BLAH BLAH... A 


YOU NEVER HAD 
ANY DOUBTS? 


/ DOUBTS? \ 
YEAH, I HAD 
LOTSA DOUBTS. 
ALL THE TIME, 
BUT THAT'S WHEN 
THEY GIVE YOU 
V THE S.C.A. / 


G.C.A?) YEAH, THE X" 

> Is GREAT COSMIC' 
ePy ALIBI. THE 

- I "MYSTERIOUS WAYS 

> EXCUSE. LIKE, I'D 
id ASK IF THERE 5 A 
m GOD, THEN HOW 

II \ COME HE LET MY 
'@1 X DOG DIE? y 


r HOW COME MY ^ 
COUSIN R ALPHIE'S 
GOTTA WALK WITH 
CRUTCHES? THAT 
KINDA THING. EVERY 
TIME, THEY D GIVE 
YOU THE SAME 
lv ANSWER. < 


Y "HE MOVES X ff 

r IN MYSTERIOUS \ 

WAYS." WHAT A \ . 

SCAM , KmL? IMAGINE \ i 

TRYING THAT IN ^ X 

FRONT OF A MUNI "MYSTERIOUS > 
JUDGE. "HOW DOES WAYS," YOUR 
\ THE DEFENDANT HONOR. IT'S THE 
\ PLEAD?" ULTIMATE GET 

HI — \ OUTTA JAIL 

X FREE CARD, S 




9*^ 1 ALWAYS THOUGHT 

CHRISTIANITY WAS A PRETTY VULGAR 
CONCEPT. UTTERLY IRRATIONAL, TWO 
STEPS REMOVED FROM VOODOO. ALL 
feX EMOTION, NO REASON. ^ 


y BUT IN THE ^ 
LAST FEW DAYS, 

I REALIZED WHAT 
REALLY BOTHERS 
ME, WHAT AS ALLY 
MAKES ME 
, UNEASY 
/> ABOUT IT. / 


_r lu " COULD NEVER 
w N. BELIEVE IN A 
WHICH 1 GOD WHO WOULD 
IS? J SACRIFICE HlS 
^ OWN SON. 






^ All-knowing, x 
All-powerful, yet \ 

HE LETS SOME SELF- \ 
RIGHTEOUS PEASANTS } 

NAIL HIS KID TO / 

A TREE. 

, Tj — I TELL 

, / YOU, IF I WERE > 

vdBitL f GOD, I'D LET THE 

I WHOLE OF HUMANITY 
M C& \ ROT BEFORE I'D LET 
J V THEM HARM A HAIR 
V ON MY CHILD'S y 

aiii ‘v \ head, 


hey* 

everyone 

OUTSIDE j 
NOW! 


MYSTERIOUS 

WAYS, 

MY FRIEND. 
MYSTERIOUS 
t WAYS. „ 


' I COULD 
NEVER 
RESPECT A 
GOD WHO 
WOULDN'T 
DO THE 
>v SAME. . 


r WHAT 
IS IT? 
WHERE'S 
THE 
„ FIRE? 


CROSS 
THE STREET 
AT THE 
PRECINCT, 












TO BE 
CONTINUED 
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Anyone 

r WANT to HAZARD ^ 
A GUESS ON HOW THIS 
HAPPENED? BECAUSE 
7HfS fS GOING TO 
k MAKE US LOOK A 
GREAT ^^B 


seven; 

r COUNT ’EM, ^ 

SttfEMf- 1 

DEAD BQDFES 
STRUNG UP IN FRONT 

Of this Fine / 
Y INSTITUTE OF < 
=X JUSTICE. Xy> 


Mr seven ^B 

W CORPSES ON 1 
' A STRING AND 

NOT A SINGLE 

COP NOTICED IT 

happening?: and 

WE CANY EVEN 
CUT THEM DOWN 
l TILL FORENSICS , 
k GOES OVER / 
^ THEM, X 


W THE MEDIA ^ 
r is GOING TO 
SET UP SHOP FN 
MYASS, THIS FS 
GOING TO MAKE 
THAT GODDAMN 
PLUNGER FIASCO 
LOOK LIKE A 
l weekend IN THE 
k HAMPTONS, s 


r this rS > 
FREAKY, IWITf H 
r mean... wor 

JUST FRE^HY 
BUT, YOU 

__ know,., y 


NOW. THEN. LET'S 
LOOK AT WHAT WE KNOW, 
„ AND IT'S NOT MUCH,,. _ 


f YES. I 
THINK 1 
TAKE YCUK. 
MEANING. 


SORRY, 


x EXCUSE MG, XI 
f LADIES, YOU two 
HAVE SOMETHING 
YOU WANT TO SHARE? 
A THEORY YOU'D LIKE 
TO OFFER UP FOR OUR 
, BENEFIT? PLEASE, , 
\ WE'RE ALL / 
X. EARS. Xl 


WELL,..? 


OUR 

apologies 

v SIR . 


X LET ME X 
/ BE CLEAR: \ 
EVERYONE !N ' 
THIS ROOM CANS 
expect THEIR 
LIVES TO BE MADE 

se&f&usi r 

UN PL £ AS ANT 

, FOR THE NEXT j 
\ SEVERAL / 

kV MONTH5 -^i 

/ THERE-'S\ 
/ NO ROOM \ 
/ FOR ERROR 
f ONI THIS ONE, 

\ KIDDIES. WO 
, \ MISTAKES , 
\ A WILL BE / 
V \ MADE. X 


^ I'VE JUST NOW 
PICKED MY LEAD TEAM 
s^QN THIS ONE- . 


/ WELL, 
I GUESS 


WHAT 


X -AND flf 
YOU TWO \ VI 

GENIUSES DREW ^ X 
THE SHORT X hj S 15 
STRAW. y YOUR 
CASE. 


*-X EVERYONE X 
r FROM GOD ON \ 

DOWN IS GOING TO ' 

HAVE THEIR EYES ON 
YOU, WATCHING, WAITING 
FOR YOU T0 SCREW JJP. 

\ SEE TO IT THAT / 

X YOU DON'T f X 



r \\ t UA 

J. l-\ 1 
j 4 Jj 
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ITS HJM' 
MOVE IT' 


MO ONE'<? 
ANYWHftff 


- -v^ii j 





r SPAWN,,. ” 
WE'RE SORRY. 
THAT WHOLE 
ARMAGEDDON 
THING. IT WAS 
. MALEBOLGIA'S 


'rMl.g0OL6tA 
iA P£AO. 

J KiLi-eo MlM 
WHAT WAA Ml 4 ? 
(4 SOW f^lNE. 


r that ' 

MEAN6 You 

$£lON& 

to 

V NOW- j 



J f 1 '. fjCVi,\ 

■1 / 

1 

KplojS 














^OMETHfNG OUT 
TH£R£, IN MV CtTY 
SOME THING PARK 
ANP MrppgM- 

l hipden even 
FROM Mg. .> 


^ J WANT 
VoiJ To FINP OUT 
^ WHAT IT IS, 


HOW? 
: MEAN, 

HOW? 


t? I'M 


'use v&fc/R 
imagination 
TOP HAVE 
. 4-6 HOUfiS- 


" AMP 
ONg LAST 
THING- 


ggHAVg 

Tour- 

SELVES. 


iFfJti toN’ p? 

IlfKiV ,V -- 

IKDCTl^i - N ■ 













LISTEN... ^ 
Y I THINK 1 
r MAYBE X SHOULD 
TELL YOU SOME- 
THING. I 
HAVEN'T.,, WELL, 
I'VE DONE STUFF 
.BEFORE, BUT I 
L HAVE N'T.. .YOU A 
■ KNOW... m 


r it'S 

OKAY. 

1 KNOW 
THAT'S 
WHY X 
LIKE 
. YOU. . 


INNOCENCE 
IS NOTHING 
TO BE 

ASHAMED OF, 


Y X WANT X 
TO SHARE 
SOMETHING 
WITH YOU, MAX 
SOMETHING 
. VERY, VERY 
^PRIVATE. ^ 


SOMETHING 

SPECIAL. 
















r WHOA. 
WHAT DID 
YOU DO? 
ARE YOU 
l OKAY? 


wmm jLn v, 

m nimM 

iwii 

h hrf-fc. ^tTa •* * 1 m , |-| LlfTi 


COME 

HERE 


f A/ffrtni* 
WOW,, \ 
IT'S LIKE,., I 
mmm .,, * 

LIKE I'M 
OIm P/RE k 
L I MS IDE. JM 


TPBut.r'Y. 

BP 

VYllv' ' 


V 


vi 1 vA 

7/ 

,■■■■ 

/ 

* 


km' 











...STORY THAT HAS HAD THE 

entire country buzzing 

ALL DAY. DETECTIVE SAM 
BURKE, THE LEAD INVESTI- 
GATOR ON THIS CASE, SPOKE 
TO THE PRESS EARLIER 
TODAY, BUT WAS RELUCTANT 
TO REVEAL ANY DETAILS 
ABOUT THE ONGOING 
INVESTIGATION, 


NO. NO. 

SORRY. I 
APPRECIATE 
YOUR PATIENCE, 

BUT THERE'S 

NO WAY AS SOON AS 

1 COULD WE HAVE 

POSSIBLY SOMETHfNGTO 

DISCUSS A REPORT, THE 

CASE AS DEPARTMENT 

SENSITIVE AS WILL ISSUE 

THIS ONE. A STATEMENT. 

— -v — THANK YOU. 


CAN YOU J CAN 

CONFIRM OR CONFIRM THAT 

DENY SOME OF THERE IS AN 

THE RUMORS INVESTIGATION. 

THAT ARE I MEAN,., WE'RE 

CIRCULATING INVESTIGATING. 
ABOUT LAST BUT OTHER 
NIGHT'S THAN THAT... 

EVENTS? NO COMMENT. 




--RUMORS 
OF DEVIL 
WORSHIPPERS 
OR SATANIC 
CULTS -- 


•-ANOTHER 
BLACK EYE 
FOR THE 
N.Y.PD- 


- REFUSAL TO BE 
FORTHCOMING-- 


USTEN, YOU LIMP -bleep 
SONS OF A BLEEEPi WHAT 
Bl EEEP PART OP NO- 

bleebp comment 

DON'T YOU „ 
UNDERSTAND? 


-WILL THE MAYOR ASK 
FOR FEDERAL AID IN- 


SO-CALLED 
CODE OP 
SILENCE— 


HEY.' 

WHAT DID I 
JUST SAY? 
HUH? 


DO YOU THtNKTHERE'S 
ANOTHER BOOK DEAL IN THIS 


NOW CRAWL 
OUT OF MY 

BLEEP YOU 
LITTLE BLEB BP 
BEFORE BLEEEP 










r HEY, 
TWITCH, 
HOW'S IT 
GOING? 


caught^ 

YOU ONI THE 
NEWS THfS 
MORNING, 
SAM, VERY 
COLORFUL, , 


r GODPAMN^ 
MEDIA 
VERMIN, TELL 
ME YOU r VE 
GOT GOOD 
^ NEWS . A 


X NUMBER X 

3- someone a 
WHO is TRYfNG 
TO MAKE A 
''STATEMENT , fi TO 
SEND A MESSAGE 
TO SOCIETY AT . 

V large, < 


/nothing. i'veY 

' GONE OVER THE \ 
SECURITY VIDEOS- Y 
THE BODIES APPEAR 
OUT OF NOWHERE. I 
LITERALLY. ONE / 
FRAME THEY AREN'T / 
\ THERE, THE NEXT J \ 
^^THEY ARE^/^ 

I'M HAVING 
/ TECHNICAL support 
CHECK THE TAPE TO 
SEE IF IT POSSIBLY 
\ HAS BEEN 
X. ALTERED. ^ 


| s HARDLY. STILL X 
1/ WAITING FOR ID'S 
If ON ALLTHE VICTIMS. 

I BUT IT LOOKS LIKE 
l\ NONE OF THEM KNEW 
| EACH OTHE R. La 

KNOW, accordingly 

TO THE WATCH LOGS- ^ 
DETECTIVE RODRIGUEZ ' 
SIGNED IN AT ‘20 ; S7. 
OFFICER FERRIS CHECKED 
IN AT 20 : 58. BOTH SAID 
THERE WAS NOTHING , 
l AMISS WHEN THEY / 
IX ARRIVED. y\ 


NUMBER X 
f THREE SOUNDS ' 
A LOT LIKE NUMBER 
ONE TO ME. IF YOU 
WANT TO MAKE A 
STATEMENT, TAKE 
V AN AD OUT IN j 
X. THE POST. y' 


SO WE 
GOT SQUAT 
ON METHOD 
HOW ABOUT 
. MOTIVE? 


' OFFICER HAVEtXX, 
CAME OFF SHIFT, 
SIGNING OUT AT 
2|iQ4 AND DISCOVERED 
THE BODIES. ^ 


Lk THAT LEAVES A X 
r MAXIMUM WINDOW OF 
SIX MINUTES FOR SOME 
ONE TO WALK UP TO A 
POLICE STATION AND 
FESTOON THE ENTRANCE 
K WITH MURDER 
^VICTIMS.^/ 

Kwfc to A * 1 / FAST Y 

wawiatKA- fesa work. } 


y A COUPLE X 
r OF THEORIES. 

NUMBER li 
SOME PERSON OR 
PERSONS WHO ARE 
JUST PLAIN CRAZY. 

, THE WORK OF A 
\ MADMAN. > 


r NUMBER > 
2: SOME- 
ONE WITH A 


/ AND \ 
THEN 
THERE'S 
UNSETTLING 
THEORY 
NUMBER 


MAKE 
US LOOK 
. BAD. 


/ THAT \ 
WHAT'S \ 
GOING ON 
HERE IS WAY 
BIGGER 
THAN ANY J 
Y OF US. A 


1*^ 

iSrs*?;) ' 

, t=f VENDETTA \ 



\ <=( AGAINST THE 


Mi .1 

■=» POLICE, SOME- 


mk&!c & yj^^Sm 

TH ONE TRYING TO / 









y LISTEN) N, 
MAX. JUST 
CALM DOWN, 
OKAY. EVERY- 
THING'S ALL 
RIGHT. TM 
V HERE NOW. > 


I DON'T ’ 
KNOW WHAT'S 
WRONG. I JUST 
TEEL SO... I 
DON'T KNOW, 
v I FEEL... 


r COME 
ON... COME 
ON. WHERE 
„ IS SHE-> . 


DAMN IT. Y 
HURRY UP C= 
ALREADY. 


LOOK 
I MEAN, 


HEY. N 
HANDSOME. 
YOU WAITING FOR 
t SOMEONE? . 


' DAWN I ~ 

jeezus christ; 

WHERE THE HELL 
HAVE YOU BEEN? 
.YOU'RE LATE. , 


I JUST, 


TO SEE T 
. AND 


r NO, I'M > 
NOT. I'M RIGHT 
ON TIME 
AND DON'T 
BLASPHEME, 

. OKAY? A 


S LOOK... ^ 

I MEAN, I'VE 
BEEN WAITING. 

I JUST,,. GOD, I 
REALLY NEEDED 
TO SEE YOU 
V AND,,, A 







wow. 

YOU'RE 
REALLY 
IN BAD 
SHAPE. 


ri'M SORRY. 
I’M SO SORRY. 

I DON'T KNOW 
WHAT'S WRONG 
WITH ME. I FEEL 
LIKE I’M 
^ DYING. 


OKAY, I 
CAN SEE 
THAT. IT S 
WORSE 
THAN I 
THOUGHT. 


HuFi? 
WHAT 
DO YOU 
MEAN? 



BUT NOT HERE 


NOT OUT 
IN PUBLIC 
LIKE THIS. 


DON'T 

WORRY. 


I CAN 
MAKE IT 
BETTER. 



DON'T ^ 
WORRY, MAX. 

I CAN FIX IT. 
OKAY? I'LL FIX 
YOU RIGHT j 
V UP. A 




Wr -MISTER ^ 
r BIG- SHOT- N 
SPOOKY- ASS- 
CLOAK- WEARING- 
SONUVABirCR! 
BOSSING US AROUND 
LIKE THAT.' WHO 
L DOES HE THINK a 
rV HE IS ? A 


X WELL ^ 

Y THAT SUCKS. X 
WHY CAN'T HE DO 
HIS OWN DIRTY WORK 3 
I DON'T EVEN KNOW 
WHAT WE'RE LOOKING 
. FOR, MY FEET j 
S, ARE KILLING-- h* 


fr WELL, »Xil « l 

IF YOU Tf\ WTV 
WANT TO GET \ \ H\ 
TECHNICAL, HE'S Li^Wl 
A LORD OF HELL r“ 1 

NOW. THAT'S / AND X 
.WHO HE IS. y WHAT? 

---'Xe'RE JUST 
flMi F7*ff HUMBLE 
vin\ MINIONS, AT 
Wll VH'S beck and 
fwTfa WM V call? , 


iSrtiff : 

YOU 

SMELL 

THAT? 


YEAH 


THIS 

WAY. 


PRETTY 

much. 


and Ai 

r WHAT WAS T 
ALL THAT 
"BEHAVE 
YOURSELF" CRAP? 
. HUH? SCREW . 
HIM. >! 


r why t 

DON'T YOU 
TELL HIM 
THAT? TELL 
HIM RIGHT 
TO HIS 
k. FACE, j 


WELL, 

NOW. 

LOOKEE 

HERE. 


r ZAB, MY ^ 
FRIEND. I 
THINK THIS 
IS OUR LUCKY' 

. day. y 
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W NO.,, ^ 

7 no, still ' ' 

NO WORD. ^ 

LOOK... LOOK, LISTEN, 

I KNOW, MAX I'VE RECRUITED 
IS MV SON TOO, SOME OUTSIDE 
YOU KNOW.., HELP, IT DOESN'T 
OKAY, LET'S MATTER WHO- 

v not set someone i think 

L STARTED. A CAN HELP,,. YES... 
IK OF COURSE, I . 

i 1 f K. trust him. s 


JUST SOMEONE,./'- 
NO, I WOULDN’T CALL 
HIM A FRIEND EXACTLY. 
YEAH. I HOPE TO HEAR 
SOMETHING SOON.., YOl 
NEED ANYTHING, JUST 
K HAVE ME PAGED. 


THANKS. 
YOU TOO. BYE 
HELEN. 
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DUDE, 

WHAT'S 

TAKING SO LONG? 
X THOUGHT YOU 
SAID YOU KNEW 
t HOW TO DO j 

^ this. ^ 


WELL, N 
MAYBE IF 
?U STOPPED 
BREATHING 
DOWN MY 
NECK,., v 


ISN'T IT 
PAST CURFEW 
. CHILDREN? 


^ WHY DON'T ^ 
YOU MIND YOUR 
OWN GODDAMN 
BUSINESS, 

V ASS-BITE? ^ 


^OUR BUSINESS. 
THOU SHALT NOT 

cover thy 

NEIGHBOR'S 
^ GOODS. m 


THOU Nj 
r SHALT NOT 
TAKE THE LORD S 
. NAME IN 

V VAIN, y 


THOU 

SHALT 

NOT 

STEAL 


f T1 

£3^ 

i 

L 
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r * BRING 
Ht THER 
THE FATTED 
CALF, AND 
V KtLLIT',, 


r « /1ND ^ 
ZET US 
MT/7/VOaE 
l MERRY!'' 


"Uwrt. 
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AS 

YOU 

WISH 
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BEAST 1 ^ 
YOU ARB AN 

RBOMtNATiON 
BEFORE THE 

W tORDf 


HAAAH! 
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